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A gents by appointment to many of the largest American and Foreign 
College and Public Libraries. 


SPECIAL: TERMS FOR LARGE ORDERS. 


From their recent publications they call attention to the following : 
ENGELMANN and ANDERSON. Pictorial Atlas to Homer’s Iliad and 


Odyssey. Thirty-six plates, containing 225 illustrations from works of art, with descriptive 
English text and an epitome of the contents of each book, for the use of schools and students, 
Folio size, cloth extra, $3.00. Most valuable to teachers and scholars. 


FLUGEL’S Great Dictionary. German-English part, a stout quarto volume of 
vii+ 923 pages. Full sheep, $5.50; half morocco, $6.00. 
Eng!ish-German part, two stout volumes, quarto, full sheep, $11.00 ; half morocco, $12.00. 


PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED: 


BAER and DELITZSCH. Hebrew Texts. Paper, 40 cents and 50 cents. 
BRUCKE. The Human Figure. Cloth, $3.00. 


BRUGMANN. Comparative Grammar of the Indo-Germanic Languages. 
Vols. I. and II. Cloth, net, $9.40. 


HUTTON. The Swordsman. Cloth, $1.25. 

ROTH. Student’s Atlas of Artistic Anatomy. $7.50. 

STIELER’S Large Hand Atlas of Modern Geography. Half morocco, $25.00. 
TAUCHNITZ. Collection of British Authors. 2700 vols., paper, at 50 cents each. 
TEUBNER’S Greek and Latin Authors. Special lists. 


THIEME-PREUSSER. German-English and English-German Diction- 
ary. Two vols, in one, half bound, $4.25. 


Terms on direct application for the supply of Foreign and American Books and Periodicals. 

Weekly shipments by the fleetest steamers from England, Germany and France. Periodicals 
supplied at lower rates than mail copies and in better shape for binding. 

Rare Books and Sets of Serials procured at the lowest terms. Regular connections with 
Central and South America and all Oriental countries. 

Binding done here and abroad in every style. 

Auction Sales attended to. 

The Catalogues of Foreign Dealers, English, German, French, Italian and Spanish, furnished 
on application. 

Monthly Bulletins of New Books issued regularly. 


With the help of a most complete Bibliographical Outfit in all languages and on all subjects, 
and the experience of many years in this particular line, estimates can be furnished promptly and 
n formation given on topics of interest to Librarians. 
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Tue shock which has come to the Association 


on the eve of the Conference at which Dr. Linder- 
felt was to preside as the honored President of 


the Association, is one such as the Association | 


has never felt before and one which is the 
greater because of the character which Dr. Lin- 
derfelt had held in the minds and affections 
of every member of the Association who had 
come into contact with him. 
members of the Association had been asked 
to name those who were most surely honest 
amongst their numbers or who were least likely 
to show any taint of dishonesty, Dr. Linderfelt's 
name would have been the first to spring to the 
lips of every one. That, holding the position 


which he had so long held in the library profes- | 


sion and in the community in which he has lived 
an honored life, he should, nevertheless, have 
succumbed to a temptation which seems so small 
and so inadequate to overcome such a man, is 
one of the saddest commentaries on the possi- 
ble weakness of human nature. 
of Dr. Linderfelt was promptly presented and 
accepted by the committee previous to the meet- 
ing of the Association, but the sad event casts 
a shadow over the Conference which even its en- 
tire success otherwise will scarcely dissipate. 


THE wretched news startled and saddened the 


whole library world. At first we could not 


believe it, both the wrong and the folly were so | 


contrary to all we knew of the man whom we 


had chosen to be President of our Association. | 


But the report was confirmed, and another was 
added to the list of inexplicable falls. By that fal! 
we are all lowered. 
ashamed. Nothing like it has ever occurred be- 
fore. 
that of an army officer, has always been above 
reproach. There was a professional feeling to 
which any disloyalty toward one's library seemed 
impossible. And, so far as we know, no instance 
of dishonesty was on record. We will not say 
that librarians felt prond of this, for they hardly 
thought of it. Pride would imply that honesty 


required an effort, but toa real librarian it was 
most natural, a simple necessity, a thing which 
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Probably if the | 


The resignation | 


In his shame we are all | 


The pecuniary honor of a librarian, like | 


No. 5 


; went of itself, which could be taken for granted. 
We have As 
have shown that some army men are not above 


been undeceived. recent events 
fraud, now this most melancholy occurrence will 
teach us all to be self-distrustful and to keep 


always on guard against temptation. 


ONE lesson of this sad affair should not be lost 
upon librarians and trustees, the desirability for 
their own security, as well as for that of the in- 
terests committed to them, of obtaining frequent 
accountings and auditings by absolutely unpreju- 
diced accountants from without the library admin- 
istration, When such a man as Dr. Linderfelt 
can be betrayed into giving way toa tempta- 
tion of this sort, it seems almost as though none 
of us could be safe ; and certainly it is well that 

such temptations should be guarded against in 
| every possible way. 


WE have received in the last few weeks replies 
totwo reviews which have recently appeared in 
the LIBRARY JOURNAL, each contributed by the 
compiler of the book reviewed. The JOURNAL is 
always ready and indeed glad to correct or take 


back any erroneous statement or statements which 
it is responsible for. And though our reviews are 
| generally initialled so as to make them the per- 
sonal view of each writer, yet none are published 
which do not represent the opinion of the Jour- 
NAL, and for which we accept the fullest respon- 
sibility. We have considered carefully the two 
replies, and cannot see that they are adequate 
enough to print in the JourRNAL. To claim that 
one is aware of a certain imperfection at the 
time of preparing does not lessen the misleading 
quality of such work, unless the omission is men- 
And 
‘ critic, at least, cannot make 


tioned, so that others may not be misled. 
| to claim that our ‘ 
the simplest criticism without error,” does not 
in any way lessen the faults pointed out in the 
review in question. Nor was it “caution” which 
induced the use of only initials to that review, 
but a mere following of an established custom, 
which in this case were the initials of one so well 
known in library circles as to make a suspicion 


of an attempted concealment of identity absurd. 
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Tue death of Dr. Moore, recorded in this | 
issue, ends the career of one widely known in 
library and scholarly circles. That it is a loss to 
human knowledge no one will question. He was 
probably the best authority on certain lines of 
books in this country, if not in the world. And | 
his long library service in the New York Histori- 
cal Society and Lenox Libraries gave him advan- 
tages of time and material which few of our more | 
busy library laborers can realize. It is not sur- | 
prising, therefore, that the tractates which have 
come from his pen show careful research and 
accurate knowledge. They will undoubtedly re- 
tain permanent value among the books of their 
class long after his name is known in library 
circles. In brief, as a librarian, Dr. Moore was 
a signal failure. 


Tue reason of this is perfectly obvious, Dr. 
Moore regarded books and knowledge as per- 
sonal properties. A bibliographer who has made 
one of our most complete bibliographies one day 
mentioned to the Doctor, in the latter's study, 
that for years he had been looking for a certain 
pamphlet. The Doctor opened his desk, pulled 
out the pamphlet in question, held it up for the 
man to see, and returned it to his desk. This 
was his attitude towards all investigators. A fact 
or a book was not to be given to whoever needed 
it, but was to be jealously guarded, against 
the possible day when he should wish to use 
it himself. In the two libraries in which he 
passed the major part of his life,a careful guar- 
dianship was no doubt necessary, but under his 
charge this was carried to an extreme most 
irritating to all who wished to use them, and has 
saddled the two institutions with an unpopularity 
which has lost them money and books, and made 
them the butt of laughter and criticism. Un- 
doubtedly both these institutions are controlled 
by conservative trustees ; but to neutralize this 
force is one of the most essential of a librarian’s 
duties. And Dr. Moore not merely failed to do 
this, but on the contrary was responsible for in- 
creasing and encouraging this tendency. 


Communications. 


JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY'S “SKETCHES IN 
PROSE.” 
Inptanapotts, April 14, 1892. 

Our attention has just been called to a commu- 
nication in the LIBRARY JOURNAL, 16: 357, which 
is unjust and misleading. 

‘** Sketches in prose,’ by James Whitcomb 
Riley, lately brought out by the Bowen-Merrill 
Co., of Ind polis, is identical in contents with 


‘The boss girl, and other sketches,’ published 
by the same house in 1886. Besides the change 


| of general title, there has been a change made in 


the title of the leading story, then called ‘ The 
boss girl,’ now appearing as ‘ Jamesy.’ Other- 
wise, there is no difference between the two 
books. 

**T have discovered the swindle after being vic- 
timized by it. If I sound a note of warning to 
my neighbors, it may possibly be timely with 
some of them. 

‘* Hereafter I shall buy Mr. Riley’s books and 
Bowen-Merrill Co.’s publications very cautiously 
and with reluctance. J. N. LARNED.” 


The first edition of ‘‘ The boss girl” was called 
** Character sketches,” but later, when the book 
was put out in cheap paper form, it went under 
the title of ‘‘ The boss girl, a Christmas story, and 
other sketches.” No edition of “ The boss girl” 
was made after 1886, and it was for several years 
entirely out of print. Having repeated calls for 
it we concluded to reissue, and did so in Febru- 
ary, 1891, in uniform style with the other books, 
under title of ‘‘ Sketches in prose and occasional 
verses.” We have never advertised both books 
at the same time, or that ‘* Sketches” was a new 
book. On the contrary, in our enclosed trade 
list and descriptive circular of Mr. Riley’s books 
it is distinctly stated in both that “ The boss 
girl” and ‘‘ Sketches” are the same book, and we 
have taken great pains to state to dealers who 
have bought the books of us that they were the 
same, with a change of title of book and first 
piece. If Mr. Larned was ‘‘ victimized” it was 
through no fault of ours, for we have madea 
special effort to prevent any patron from being 
misled, but rather it was a lack of vigilance on 
his part to consult our list of Mr. Riley’s books. 
We trust you will give this matter as much pub- 
licity as you have given his complaint. 

We will refund Mr. Larned the price paid if 
he feels so greatly outraged, or exchange for 
some other book, Yours truly, 

THe Bowen-MERRILL Co. 


April ao. 

On the above communication I will simply re- 
mark : 

t. If the Bowen-Merrill Company, when it 
gathers its energies for another ‘* special effort to 
prevent any patron from being misled” by a 
change in the title of one of its books, will simply 
set forth the fact of such change on the title-page 
of the book itself, the “‘ effort” will be probably 
a exhausting and pretty certainly more success- 
ful. 

2. My “ vigilance” in certain duties of library 
guardianship is tutored by my experience. Until 
this experience taught me, 1 did not know that 
the publications of the Bowen-Merrill Company 
had their place among the objects of it. 

J. 


APPLICANTS FOR PACIFIC SLOPE 
PAMPHLETS. 
WESLEYAN University Library, Middletown, 
Conn. 
Hockley Public Library, Muskegon, Mich. 
— State Historical Library, Springfield, 
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SOME NOTES ON CO-OPERATIVE OR LABOR-SAVING METHODS OF PRINTING 
LIBRARY CATALOGS. — II. 


BY A. GROWOLL. 


PREVIOUS to 1885 the Office of The Publishers’ 


Weekly had under consideration several sugges- 
tions for a system of co-operative cataloging, 
only one of which, however, was actually tested | 
practicMly. This was when in 1879 an attempt 
was made to utilize the valuable bibliographical! | 
material contained in Zhe Pudlishers’ week!y 
by issuing monthly “ The Title-Slip Registry,” | 
which at the end of that year was also issued as 
an Annual under the title of ‘“ The Books t| 
1879.” In this publication, which was printed | 
on one side only on thin white paper, so that the | 
titles might be cut out and mounted on card or | 
in book catalogs, there were given the full titles 
of all new books published during the year in this | 
country or imported in editions (as recorded in 
the Weekly Record of Zhe Publishers’ weekly), | 
and, for the more importaat books, descriptive 
notes and library headings (the latter by Messrs. | 
C: A. Cutter and Melvil Dewey). Besides this | 
was given for every month’s instalment a classi- 
| 
| 


fied summary, in one alphabet, indexing all the 
books represented according to subject. Whether 
it was owing to the fact that fifty-two alphabets | 
had to be consulted, or that the idea was prema- 
ture, only a few copies of the“ Title-Slip Registry” | 
were subscribed for, and there seemed to be so | 
little interest in the enterprise that it was aban- 
doned after the first year’s trial. In 1882 the | 
idea was again tested ina modified form by print- | 
ing, as was done in the ‘* Title-Slip Registry,” the | 
fifty-two weeks’ lists from The Publishers’ weekly, 
but prefacing them with a full index (in mt 
alphabet), by author, title, and subject, i 
was substituted for the short-title list that had 
before been prefixed to the ‘* Publishers’ Trade 
List Annual.” 

In the fall of 1885 the Office of The Publish- 
ers’ Weekly was encouraged to test a new process | 
which had come under its notice for reproducing | 
printed matter at an insignificant cost. About | 
that time a firm in New York had in hand the re 
production of an important publication by a new 
process, and was turning out such satisfactory | v 
work in the reproduction of letter-press and | 


illustrations, that the writer undertook personally js 
| longer than the largest title in the division, and 


the practical work of making an attempt to pre- | 
serve in satisfactory shape, in the form of a yearly 
catalogue, and in one alphabet, the material con- 
tained in the Weekly Record of /’ud/ishers’ 
weekly. 

As a preliminary, I prepared a few sample 
pages, mounted on stiff manilla paper, and sub- 


| eye as well as for the 


lof The 


| Strapped a 


mitted them to this company for trial. The 
result was satisfactory enough to warrant the at- 
tempt, and so it was decided to make up the 
‘*Annual Catalogue” for 1886. Finding that 


| paper, however stiff, was unfit to be used as a 


“mount,” I had strong white cardboard cut up 
into sheets about an inch larger all around than 
the printed page of the catalog itself was to be. 
These sheets were ruled ona printing press in 
faint blue lines marking the exact limits of the 
page and columns, thus : 
The faint lines serv- 
ed as guides for the 


size and contents of the | 
page. I had two sets 
Publishers’ 
weekly from which to 
take the material. To 
make sure that none 
of the matter should 


| be duplicated, I cross- 


ed out lightly with a 

blue pencil the left- —_——__—_-- 

hand pages of one set and the right-h -hand pages 
of the other. Working on one page at a time, | 
placed the leaf on a pad of paper to prevent my 
gauge or rule — a square-edged brass rule— from 
slipping, and first with a sharp, ordinary pen-knife 
I cut the material close to the type in column 
strips, and then separated the titles. Care was 
taken in every case to do the work neatly and to 
cut straight, so that each slip might at once be 
ready for mounting. To cut up fifty-two issues, 
aggregating about 5000 titles, took about thirty 
six hours, or a little over an hour for 130 
titles. 

Alphabeting was slower work, and occupied 
probably one hundred and thirty hours. Hand- 
ling the material was easier than it might appear. 
Of course, all this work required a deft hand, and 
a sure one, as the material would not stand very 
much handling. To keep each division of the 
various letters of the alphabet in place after it 
had been alphabetized, I cut strips of ordinary 
straw-board the width of the column, a trifle 


rubber band on both ends. Next came 
the crucial task of mounting the titles — the one 
on which the success of the whole work de- 
pended. 

To prevent discoloration or the striking through 
' of the material used in pasting up the titles, it was 
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necessary to use a simple paste made of flour and 
water, dissolving the flour with cold water and 
boiling it until it reached a thin, glue-like consist- 
ency. A little at a time was put on the back of 
the left hand, and, using the index-finger of the 
right hand instead of a brush, just the slighest 
portion of paste was rubbed along the back of the 
title, which was then put in proper position on 
the page. This left the corners free, but as the 
page was put under glass when photographed this 
did not matter. 


The arrangement of the titles on the page was 


a perfectly natural one — that is, just as though 
the page were made up intype. It was not neces- 
sary to spread out titles to fill the exact space, 
for when I came toa point where it was necessary 
to cut a title or note into two pieces, or to take 
only two or three nonpareil lines off and transfer 
them to the next column, there was no difficulty 
in the way. 

The reproducing process was by means of pho- 
tography. The page or sheet to be reproduced 
was clamped to a board in front of a camera and 
a photograph of it taken. The negative was 
then developed and the transparent film bearing 
the image, after being stripped from the glass and 


reversed, was placed, together with a sheet of 
prepared gelatine (gelatine impregnated with bi- | 
chromate of potash), in a photographer's frame | 


and exposed to the sunlight. The gelatine sheet 
was then taken in hand. All that was white in 
the original, by appearing black in the negative, 
prevented the light from touching those portions 
of the gelatine; while all that was black in the 
original, appearing white in the negative, per- 
mitted the light to strike through to the gelatine, 
and by its action rendered the portions that it 
touched insoluble. The portions of the gelatine 
not affected by the light were easily washed out, 
leaving the letters in bold relief. The plates, 
after being thoroughly dried, were trimmed and 
blocked to type height. A proof was then taken 
by the aid of which any defects that might exist 
were located, whereupon the graver was used to 
render the block comparatively perfect. 

At least so it ought tohave been. Judging by 
the work in the “ Annual Catalogue” for 1886, 
one does not get that impression. But to ex- 
plain the shortcomings of that volume, it must 
be remembered (1) that no special pains were 


taken to have good impressions of the printed | 


copy; (2)that 7he Pudlishers’ weekly in that year 
was printed in two different offices, the one using 
old and worn type with one kind of face, the other 
a new, clean-cut type of another foundry, causing 
a diversity in the looks of the printed page. This 
might have been the case even if the greatest 


care had been taken in applying the process, 
which however was not done, owing to a mis- 
understanding between the photographer and the 
printer, who did not properly facilitate each 
other's work. This we did not discover until the 
work was completed and too long delayed to en- 
| able us to make correction, 

We found the actual cost of making the plates 
| by this process to be about one-fourth of the 
| price we usually paid for the composition of this 
| class of matter; but the difficulties encountered 
in printing from the gelatine plates made the 
| presswork abnormally high, so that the cost of 
| production altogether may be figured at some- 
| thing over half the regular price of setting the 
| matter anew. 


| Not altogether satisfied with the results of this 
| first experiment, the office next gave attention to 
electrotyping each title separately, or rather cast- 
ing in one plate three or four pages of the ‘* Week- 
ly Record ” from Zhe Pudlishers’ weekly and then 
| cutting titles apart. This, of course, was done 
| by the foundryman, who also drilled small holes 
enough into each title, through which it might be 
| nailed into the block. In view of the uncertainty 
as to the success of the enterprise, no special con- 
veniences were provided — drawers, for instance, 
to hold the plates, so that they might be 
alphabetized from week to week as they were 
| delivered from the foundry (as was originally 
| planned), but each alphabet was piled by itself on 
a small set of shelves. When the year was com- 
plete we provided enough blocks of the wood 
used by electrotypers in mounting plates, cut to 
the size of a single column of the catalogue. Next 
came the work of alphabetizing the metal titles 
which I undertook personally — comparatively an 
easy task for one who had twelve years’ experience 
in a printing office, and after that the task of 
nailing the titles to the blocks. I had watched 
| electrotypes mounted hundreds of times; I am 
rather handy with my hands, and in the use of 
tools, if I do say it myself; I had all the ap- 
paratus necessary —a stone block, the proper 
kind of nails, punches of several sizes to drive 
the nails home with, or to punch additional 
holes in the metal where it had been overlooked 
by the foundryman —and he did overlook it of- 
| tener than I found agreeable —a metal plane, 
the necessary blocks — in short everything need- 
ful from a mechanical point of view. I took 
hold of the work with the greatest enthusiasm; 
I drove home the last nail in the last title with 
| just a trifle less enthusiasm than | did the first 
one in the first title. Tobe plain, I went ina 
roaring lion; I came out a ‘** wet hen.” 
I will attempt to give the reason why. In 


~ 
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thinking out this plan I deluded myself with the 
notion that the foundryman would trim and fin- 
ish each title true and square, so that all that 
would be necessary for me to do would be to 
make certain that the title at the top of the col- 
umn was put on straight, and the rest could then 
be lined to this and so come out true to the 
bottom. The spreading out or shortening of the 
titles did not seem so formidable. Explicit word 
had been given in the foundry, and injunctions 
were given from time to time that the titles 
should be neatly and uniformly trimmed and made 
true in every particular, and the assurance was 
had that all was ‘“‘all right.” I was trustful up 
to that time, but now when I receive, in reply to 
an inquiry as to how certain things are getting 
along, the message “‘all right,” I gird my loins 
and go forth to make certain that it is not ‘‘all 
wrong.” I found directly I had started that 
things were not quite all right. Some of the 
metal titles had been trimmed close to the type, 
while many more had irregular margins top or 
bottom, or both. For a zigzag job there could 
have been no more suitable collection. The 
pieces of cut-glass that form the ‘ business end” 
of a kaleidoscope were regularity, compared with 
these titles. And so there was nothing left for 
me but to set to work myself to trim the bulk of 
them — about three thousand titles — into shape. 
To onlookers, shaving metal by hand-power may 
be a simple and not quite uninteresting matter; 
but to an operator unused for some time to 
manual labor, shovelling sand would have seemed 
recreation compared to it. Then I found quite 
frequently that the last title on a column would 
overrun just four lines of nonparcil. To take 
the whole title off would make the column short 
say from half an inch to an inch. To spread the 
remaining titles in the column would look bad, 
to leave a blank at the foot of the coluinn would 
look worse. In this dilemma I cut the overrun- 
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with proper space and setting in type the head- 
ings and folios. Then the pages were imposed 
and locked up and printed as ordinary type 
forms. As the plates were made at fifty-two 
different times during the year, it was natural that 
the thickness, or more properly, the height of 
the titles varied slightly. Had all the plates of 
the same height come together this matter would 
not have been noticed; but as the plates of fifty- 
two various thicknesses occurred on every page, 
their difference became painfully noticeable to 
the printer, causing extra work in properly over- 
laying the pages. Extra work, of course, means 
extra pay; and so we estimated that, with extra 
help in nailing up the pages, the net saving in 
production was probably less than 25 per cent. 
of the cost of setting the matter in type. Be- 
sides, the titles, after they were once used, could 
not be employed again, because in taking them 
off the blocks many would have been broken or 
so badly mutilated that they would have been of 
no use, 

It will be noticed that no mention has been 
made of contrivances by which unmounted elec- 
trotyped titles could be fastened on printing 


| blocks. We considered several such, but they 


ning lines apart —a very troublesome and risky | 
performance, as the least miscalculation might | 
have ruined part or the whole of the title, ne- | 


cessitating the resetting and electrotyping of the 
title so maltreated. I had unusual luck in this 
operation, all but one in more than fifty such 
cases having proved successful. 

The next year we repeated this process, think- 
ing to turn to use the experience gained during 
the first trial. But the difficulties were still 
too many to encourage us in continuing the 
process. 

Besides, the process did not scem to lead to 
anything. 
blocks. 
placing two blocks side by side, dividing them 


These were made up into pages by 


We nailed the titles on column | 


did not promise well, The main difficulty, es- 
pecially in catalogue work, with page blocks 
with side clamp arrangements is to space a col- 
umn or page so that the clamps could get an 
even and sufficient hold to keep all the pieces in 
place during the operation of printing, and to 
enable them to resist the tremendous suction- 
power of the printing rollers. 

A ‘‘ ready-made” plate matter company in Chi- 
cago (The Chicago Stereotype Co., 87 Fifth Ave., 
Chicago) employs a method that seems to over- 
come this difficulty in a measure. This company 
casts its type matter a little over an eighth of an 
inch in thickness, running a groove down both 
edges of the plate thus. 

This plate matter is set on 


metal blocks about as high as the wood blocks 
used in mounting electrotypes. The column rule 
has a smal! flange on both sides to fit the grooves 
in the plate, and a similar rule, flanged on one 
side only, is supplied to set against the outside 
of the pages. They also cast leads or blank spaces 
of various sizes, grooved like the type matter, to 
be used in spacing and adjusting the columns to 
a proper length. When made up, the pages are 
imposed and locked up in forms as type niatter 
ordinarily is. Practical as this process appears, 
it seemed to us that the cost of grooving the 
plates and handling the matter would make its 
use as expensive almost as using the type in 
catalogue work. 
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The saving on the process employed by us was would present fewer difficulties, because the bulk 


so insignificant, and the work in getting the 
catalogue up so laborious, and unlikely to be 
undertaken by other cataloguers, that it was 
decided to give the first process another trial. 
Accordingly, word was given in time to print 
The Publishers’ weekly list of books on better 
paper, and on one side of the sheet only. On 
making arrangements with the firm who made a 
specialty of that kind of work, it was learned 
that they had found printing from the gelatine 
plates unsatisfactory, and therefore now made 
electrotype plates from them. This increased the 
cost over 30 per cent., and when the expense of 
setting the headlines in type,* casting and solder- 
ing them to the pages was added, the total cost 
was considerably higher than when the process 
was first employed. Still, the saving was large 
enough to make it an object. But a serious diffi- 
culty finally obliged us to abandon it after another 
trial of two years. The difficulty was in the 
weather. As this work had to be turned out in 
January, when sunless days are the rule, the cata- 
logue was delayed several months, making it 
impossible to publish it earlier than the middle or 
near the end of March, It is true that the use of 
electric light would, in part, have overcome this 
difficulty of cloudy weather, but work by this pro- 
cess would have been too expensive, and so could 
not beconsidered. As the value of the catalogue 
depended upon prompt issue, it proved a disap- 
pointment to subscribers every year and deterred 
others from subscribing to it altogether. 

So we finally made an arrangement with our 
printer to keep the whole list in type. While 
there is still a slight saving, it is so insignificant 
that it amounts to nearly the same as though the 
matter were set anew. 

The experiments described, therefore, as far as 
their practical value to the librarian is concerned, 
might be written down as ways how not to do 
it. The photographic process has value in small 
work, say in getting up a catalogue alread y print- 
ed to which it is desired to make additions. If 
the additions be set in type and careful proof 
taken of the matter, it would be comparatively 
easy work to cut up the old printed catalogue and 
paste it with the new matter inserted in its 
proper place. The reproduction of such pages 


*It should be stated that the reason the headlines in 
every case were set up separately was that no matter 
how nicely the pages were pasted up, or the electrotyped 
titles mounted on the column blocks, they always pre- 
sented a somewhat ragged line atthe top. Adding the 
headlines in type insured at least a uniform appearance 
as far as the top of the page was concerned; and as the 
headline had to be set anyway, it was but little more ex- 
pensive to have them cast. 


of the matter would in most instances be in larger 
patches, and the small strips only incidental. The 
headlines could also, in most cases, probably, 
be preserved, and the entire cost would still be 
from a quarter to a third less than re-setting the 
whole catalogue. The casting of separate titles 
as done by us is not to be considered as of any 
value whatever. As already pointed out the sav- 
ing is slight, and the work of putting them 
together almost impossible to any but one who 
has had experience in a printing office or foundry. 

But there are two other methods which I 
think worthy of consideration by the librarian. 
The first of these is the ‘‘ linotype” process. For 
atitle-a-line catalogue this would be at once the 
cheapest and best possible. The ‘‘ linotype” type- 
setting machine, as is probably too well known to 
need elaborate mention here, sets a line of type 
any desired width and casts it in one solid piece 
of metal. These machines are easily operated, 
take up little room, and may be hired at very 
reasonable rates. One of these set up in a 
convenient corner of a library might easily pay 
for its hire and put money into the treasury 
of a library that has much printing done. The 
title when once set may be preserved for years, 
and so be made to serve as the basis for a perma- 
nent catalogue. 

The other method is the one projected by Prof. 
C. C. Jewett, with this exception, that instead of 
trying to economize in the cost of typesetting 
in the first instance, the work be done in the 
best style possible. The titles are to be cast 
separately on metal bodies, forming logotypes, 
and to be treated as type when being made up 
into pages. It would, of course, be hardly within 
the means of a single library, no matter how large, 
to do this for itself alone. Indeed, it might bet- 
ter not be done by a library at all, but by some 
agency like the Library Bureau, or by one to be 
formed to devote itself exclusively to this depart- 
ment of work for libraries. Professor Jewett's 
idea of utilizing the Smithsonian Institution for 
this kind of work strikes me as having been an 
exceedingly practical one, but it does not seem 
likely that the Government can be enlisted in 
this service. 

My suggestion in a few words is simply this: 
A cataloging bureau to be established to under- 
take the work of preparing titles on a uniform 
system to be determined by a committee of rep- 
resentative librarians and specialists. To these 
titles also might be added library numbers and 
descriptive notes, on the plan suggested by Mr. 
George Iles. The titles to be treated in this 
way to be subscribed for by enough libraries to 
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cover the cost of production, plus a reasonable 
margin for maintaining the agency. The titles 
to be set and cast as suggested, and used as orig- 
inals from which duplicates may be furnished to 
later subscribers and others. In course of time, 
say ten or fifteen years, such an institution would 


probably have enough titles in stock to furnish an | 


ordinary library with a reasonably compiete 
catalogue of its collection in less time and for 
less money, probably by half, than they can have 
them made at present. From the catalogue of 
this institution a librarian might select in a day a 
small class list which ordinarily might take a 
week to prepare. Having been carefully read 
and corrected, when once cast, the titles from this 
institution would bealwayscorrect. There would 
be no additional proof-reading, no worry as to 
the corrections of the expected catalogue; it 
could be depended on implicitly. And the cost 
of such plates would be a trifle. 


There may be one objection to a catalogue | 
prepared by either of the methods above described, | 


and that is that each title would have to bear the 

name of the author and attending descriptions. 

That is all the works by one author would have 

to appear in the catalogue with the author’s name 

repeated, as for example: 

Bootu, Otto, ( Rita,” psexd.) The laird 
o’ Cockpen. N. Y., G: Munro, [United States 
Book Co., 1891.] 322 p. D. ( Seaside lib., no. 
1837.) pap., 20 c. 

Bootn, Afrs. Otto, Rita,” pseud.) My lady 
coquette. N. Y., G: Munro, [United States 
Book Co., 1891.] 319 p. D. (Seaside lib., no. 
1769.) pap., 20 c. 

Bootn, A/rs. Otto, (** Rita,” pseud.) My Lord 
Conceit: anovel. N. Y.,G: Munro, [United 
States Book Co., 1891.] 349 p. D. (Seaside 
lib., pocket ed., no. 1778.) pap., 20 c. 

Bootu, Mrs. Otto, (** Rita,” pseud.) Two bad 
blue eyes: anovel. N.Y., G: Munro, [United 
States Book Co., 18g1.] 5-315 p. D. (Seaside 
lib., no, 1760.) pap., 20 c. 


Just how this will work may be seen by the | 
issues of ‘‘ The Annual American Catalog.” 1 | 


notice that in Prof. Jewett’s sample catalogue 
he made no provision for th!s, but the necessity 
for doing so will be evident. In storing them, a 
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| title without an author's name would either be 
| lost altogether or give considerable trouble in 
The “linotype"” machine as thus 
far developed sets only capitals and lower case 


Italics, gothics, an- 


identifying. 


of a medium-sized letter. 
tiques, or eccentric characters of any kind would 
be impossible in its composition. 

The possibilities of such an institution seem 


almost illimitable, provided librarians in general 
could be induced to co-operate with and support 
| it. But of that several tales might be told. The 
library profession thus far has unfortunately not 
proved itself over-anxious to co-operate with 
those willing to make an effort in their behalf, 
The work done by the Office of The Publishers’ 
Weekly for librarians may, perhaps, not have 
been practical, but as the only expression that 
was made manifest was a withholding of support, 
further effort had to be suspended. 

The last of these attempts was made in the 
beginning of the year 1888, when it was agreed 
that the experiment should be tried of issuing 


| printed cards of selected new books from the 
| Office of The Publishers’ Weekly. The cards 
| were to be of postal-card size and printed from 
| the type set up for the Weekly. 
experiment in various respects, perhaps princi- 
pally to test the question of a financial support 
for such an undertaking. The experiment was 
| to be continued until $100 had been expended 
"on it, and it was estimated that this would cover 
the issue of roo cards, which estimate proved 
correct. Each member of the Publishing Section 
received three copies of the cards, and the amount 
of $2 was charged to the member’s account as 
against his subscription of $10. The cards were 
offered to those not members for the price of $1 
for 100 cards, only one copy of each being fur- 
nished. As an experiment in the direction of 
| seeking outside support by such a subscription, 
this proved almost a complete failure, not quite 
twenty subscriptions being received. And as it 
| was from the first not intended to continue the 


| experiment without definite support from without 
the section, it was abandoned. 


This was an 


: WHAT TO DO WITH IT. 


By H: C. BApceEr,. Curator of Maps in Harvard College Library. 


Tue paper of Miss Green inthe January LiprARY 


JOURNAL must appeal to all experienced workers. | 


Let me tell of some experiments of my own, 
Last November I came upon a well-thumbed 


copy of Dr. Todd's“ Index Rerum.” The sight of | 
its face, familiar to me thirty years ago, moved 
me to question whether we could not find some | 


device for holding loose sheets, yet easily releas- 
ing or replacing them. Movable covers united 
by sliding flanges and connected by thumb- 
| screws came first. The head of the winged screw 
slipping through aslot in the upper cover, when 
| 80 turned, released the whole mass at once. 
When I spoke to Mr. Kiernan of my “ fwde-nut " 


44 
4 
4 
& 
‘Vien 


162 THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


secured to the lower cover, he said: ‘‘ Why, 
that is like those covers brought from Italy. 
Haven't you seen them ?” 

He then showed me the neat books of Mr. 
Lane, described in Miss Green's paper. 

My experiments went on, I put in one screw 
instead of two, had a quadrangular cut through 
the sheets for my tube-nut, and devised a ma- 
chine, not yet built, for making rectangular cuts 
through masses of paper. 

After a month or so of study on the subject a 
student said to me one day at table: “ Why not 
put your binder into the drawer?” 

The suggestion was fruitful. We went on and 
devised a new drawer, which I hope soon to show 
to our librarians. 

The sheets lie lengthwise in the drawer, resting 
on a false bottom in the nip of a powerful clutch, 
and firmly secured to the drawer’s hinged front. 
Pull out the drawer, turn down the front to a 
horizontal, and the sheets or cards stand on end, 
clear of the case, and as accessible to hand and 
eye as the leaves of a dictionary on its rack. 

** But the sheets will be worn out,”’ said one. 
“ Yes,” we answered, ‘‘ we aim to save not the 
paper, but the reader.” 

Going so far, we found we could now dispense 
with all rods and all perforations of the paper, 
while the sheets could be set free by the turn of 
a screw, so that any one could be removed or re- 
placed at will. 

And now a score of questions pressed upon us: 
Shall you have one pile only in the drawer, or 
several side by side? What size of sheet shall 
you use? Shall you read from the front or the 
back? Shall you write crosswise or lengthwise 
of your sheet? How many cards will yourdraw- 
er hold? What keeps them from tumbling out 
to the floor when you slack your nip? 

Mr. Winsor suggested writing across the front 
of the sheet, even though the alphabetical order 
run from the back. 

But so far now we have gone, and we are still 
seeking suggestions and making experiments. 

We have made several models. The newest of 
these is a drawer 6 inches wide and 7'¢ inches 
high. Its one file of sheets measure 5 x 8 inch- 
es. Of thin bond paper a pile 4 inches high 
would contain tooo. Of narrower sheets, three 
such piles might lie side by side in a drawer 
12 inches wide. Have drawers set back to 
back, and with an inch difference of level, and 
the prolonged sliding bottom could go over or 
under that of the one behind it, so that the hori- 
zontal depth of both need not exceed 18 inches. 
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Of course, smaller paper means smaller drawer, 
but with even soo in one nip there must be /ength 
to the sheets to leave the heap flexible. 

As to the space consumed, a drawer 6 x 71¢ 
inches and 10 inches long would almost exactly 
equal one of our college library drawers in cubic 
contents. The latter carries 1500 cards, each 
giving a writing area of 7 square inches. The 
drawer would carry 1000 sheets, each afford- 
ing a writing area of near 20 square inches. The 
relative areas would be about 10,500 to 20,000. 
There would doubtless be a larger amount of 
waste in the larger sheet, and it might be econ- 
omy to use slips but 3 inches wide. 

In zealously studying our new drawer we have 
not, however, forgotten the 400% form with which 
we set out. Wehave made many models: none 
seems to us yet good enough to describe. We have 
not yet succeeded in making one that is imde- 
structible, while still strong and light and cheap. 

The book form has some advantages. We shall 
soon have one carrying securely, yet releasing in- 
stantly,some 400 sheets. But what is to become 
of us in a rapidly-growing library like the ‘‘ Bos- 
ton Public,” if our million cards now on hand are 
to require 2500 of our 400k forms to begin 
with? We shall soon need a separate building 
for the catalogue.* 

And that leads to my final suggestion that this 
is really a question not for librarians, but for our 
library architects. I myself am a Western man. 
I do not believe that our land’s coming libraries 
are going to give acres to books and only square 
rods to readers, 

Room for the reader is what we must demand; 
and the reader never more needs to be free from 
being jostled, hustled, crowded, or annoyed than 
when he is consulting the catalogue. Books can 
go anywhere, into twenty-story stacks, if need 
be, to be brought down and restored by a simple 
hydraulic elevator; but busy brains consulting the 
catalogue need room, light, and quiet, and there 
is no reason in the world why these should not 
be abundantly supplied. Our ideas in this respect 
are as yet far too timid and too small. 

Why, for instance, must the perpendicular tiers 
of our card-catalogue drawers be set immediately 
adjacent to one another, instead of being separated 
by a yard of book-shelf between them? Here, 
at our college library catalogue, the ‘thinnest 
man must cover ine drawers while consulting 


*| The new Bosion Public Library is expected to hold 
overa million volumes, The addition of 250 volumes of 
catalog, or even 2500 volumes, will not require a new 
building. — Eps.} 
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one, and a broad man eclipses 18 if not 27. 
Apart from the annoyance of those excluded, the 
reader at the drawer may be more annoyed by 
the sense that he is excluding others ; and his 
search is often hurried, distracted, and made un- 
satisfactory by his seeing that others are waiting 
for him to be gone. Much of that could be easily 
remedied. Notan inch of space need be lost if 
the files of drawers be separated by shelves for 
large books. And why should not the case for 
the card-catalogue in a large library surround, if 
need be, a quarter acre of area? Consulting the 
card-catalogue is noiseless work. It could goon 
anywhere, The case might well surround the 
largest reading-room. Here in this old Gore 
Hall, to the floor of a reading-room about 120 feet 
long come down 20 large columns from the lofty 
ceilings. An architect mizht well have given 


each of them a projecting base made up of sep- 
arated drawers for the card-catalogue, each 
prominent letter or group having a column to 
itself. Or, round the gallery of the same hall, 
how easily might the 300 feet of railing have 
been, in an original plan, decorated with a cor- 
nice of projecting drawers supported by neat con- 
soles or modillions, wherein a million cards might 
be stored, thoroughly accessible and with no waste 
of space or injury to the general effect. 

Of course, we do not wish to send readers up- 
stairs, but who would not prefer to go up-stairs 
rather than vainly to wait and then hurriedly to 
search in a small, crowded, dimly-lighted room? 
Room for the reader, room for the catalogue, 
ample room, with light, air, time, and quiet, is 
what the librarian of the future must demand and 
theJibrary architect must supply. 


IOWA LIBRARY LEGISLATION, 


By C: ALDRICH, 


IN past years it has been a very difficult thing 
to obtain aid for libraries from our State Legis- 
latures. Even the State Library has been badly 
starved, excepting always the Law Department. 
The five excellent gentlemen from the legal pro- 
fession who attain to positions on the Supreme 
Bench of the State, being ex-officio among the 
trustees of the State Library, as a matter of 
course look out that the library shall be well 
supplied with law-books and periodicals. No 
one will blame them for this, nor will any rea- 
sonable man regret that Iowa possesses one of 
the 5 or 6 largest and best law libraries in the 
nation, But the historical and miscellaneous 
departments have been sadly neglected during 
all these 50 odd years of our territorial and state 
life. 

The last legislature, however, ‘‘ turned over 
a new leaf,” passing three separate bills, now be- 
come laws by the approval of Gov. Horace 
Boies, which look like the dawning of a brighter 
day for Iowa libraries. The regular standing 
appropriation for the State Library is $6000 for 
each biennial period. But a special act was 
passed which gives this institution $scoo more 
during the next two years, or $11,000 in all, and 
the State pays the salaries out of the general 
fund. This will help out very much and in many 
directions, though the State Library of a great 
State like Iowa ought to have a clean $25,000 
annually, 

The next bill appropriated $500 to aid the 
State Historical Society at Iowa City. This is 


State Librarian, 


a mere pittance; but then, it was all that was 
asked at this time. The society has had a yearly 
allowance of $1000 for several years past. 

The remaining act really establishes a histori- 
cal department in our State House, where none 
existed before. As this is so purely an innovation 
in our State, it may be well to present the act in 
full. It will doubtless interest librarians and 
collectors, and it reads as follows: 

AN ACT TO PROMOTE HISTORICAL COLLEC- 

TIONS IN THE CAPITOL OF THE STATE, 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Towa: 

SECTION I. That the three southeast rooms in 
the basement story of the Capitol building be 
and they are hereby set apart for the purpose of 
containing the historical collections specified in 
this act. 

SECTION 2. The trustees of the Iowa State 
Library are hereby authorized and directed to 
appoint one person to be designated and known 
as Curator of Historical Collections, who shall 
hold his office for six years and until his succes- 
sor shall be appointed and qualified, whose duty 
it shall be, under and by the direction and au- 
thority of said Board of Trustees, to collect and 
arrange books, maps, charts, public documents, 
manuscripts and other papers and materials, il- 
lustrative of the history of Lowa in particular and 
of the West generally ; to procure from early 
pioneer settlers narratives of their experiences, ex- 
ploits, perils, and adventures ; to procure facts and 
statements relative to the history, progress, and 
decay of the Indian tribes, so as to exhibit faith- 
fully and as far as practicable the antiquities of 
the past ; to procure books relating to the history 
and natural history of this State and of the cen- 
tral region of the continent of which it forms a 
part; to subscribe for and preserve files of at 
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least two papers in each county in this State con- 
taining the official publications, and cause the 
same to be bound at the end of every four years ; 
to thoroughly catalogue all such collections for 
convenient reference and biennially to prepare 
for publication a report of all collections made 
under authority of this act. 

SECTION 3. It shall further be the duty of the 
curator, with the approval of the said trustees, 
to collect memorials and mementos of the 
pioneers of Iowa and the Iowa soldiers of all our 
wars, including portraits, specimens of arms, 
clothing, army letters, commissions of officers, 
and other military papers and documents. 

SECTION 4. It shall be the duty of the said 
curator to receive and arrange in cases to be pro- 
vided for that purpose, objects illustrative of the 
natural history, geology, mineralogy, ethnology, 
and prehistoric archeology of this and surround- 
ing States. All duplicate specimens to be divided 
as equally as possible between the Iowa State 
University, lowa Agricultural College, and State 
Normal School. 

SECTION §. Itshall be the duty of the custodian 
of the Capitol Building to proceed, under the 
direction of the trustees of the Iowa State Li- 
brary, to prepare and furnish the rooms named 
in section 1, for the purpose therein set forth, 
and to remove to said rooms the cases and 
materials known as the ‘‘ Aldrich Collection” 
{autograph letters, manuscripts and portraits], 
which, together with such additions as may be 
made to it, shall thenceforth form a part of the 
collections herein contemplated. 

SecTION 6. It shall be the duty of the said 
curatorto keep said rooms, with the collections 
herein specified, open to the free inspection of 
the people during such hours every day, except- 
ing legal holidays and Sundays, as_ the trustees 
of the State Library may order and direct, pro- 
vided nothing in this act shall be so construed as 
to exclude visitors from said rooms on Sunday 
afternoons during the sessions of the Legislature. 

SECTION 7. That for the purpose of carrying 
out the provisions of this act, there be and is 
hereby appropriated from any funds in the State 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of 
$7500 annually for the present biennial period, 
and thereafter annually the sum of $6000, out 
of which annual appropriations shall be paid all 
the expenditures contemplated by section 8 hereof. 
All accounts shall be audited by the Executive 
Council after being approved by the trustees of 
the State Library. 

Section 3. The curator shal! be paid the an- 
nual salary of $1200, and allowed such assistance, 
postage, stationery, and incidental expenses as 
the trustees may authorize and approve, as pro 
vided in the preceding section. 


The salary is an insignificant one, in view of 
the services expected and required; but there is 
always such opposition to the creation of new 
offices, that those who initiated the measure 
desired to avoid all complaint in that direction. 
Those who occupy the place can look to future 
legislatures to do them justice if they deserve 
higher compensation. The improved feeling in 


Iowa is mainly due to the efforts of a few in- 
dividuals, whom I wishto mention. Mrs. Ada 
North, Librarian of the State University at 
Iowa City, has written many articles for our 
newspapers, in which she has ably and elo- 
quently urged the claims of all our libraries 
for better support. I am quite certain that 
she is the foremost Iowa writer upon library 
topics. It seemed hard to get the public ear; 
but I am convinced that her judicious and al- 
ways able writings have had a powerful effect 
upon the public sentiment of lowa. Then, Hon. 
Theodore S, Parvin, the Nestor of our lowa 
librarians and collectors, has written and spoken 
often and most effectively upon this general sub- 
ject. He was our first State Librarian, about 
two generations ago, and ought to have been 
continued even unto this day. But he was put 
out, or left out, because he was on the wrong side 
of politics, and so drifted away into other fields 
of usefulness. As a collector he has few equals 
in the nation. This is shown by the fact that 
he has built up at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, the 
largest Masonic library in the world. It also 
contains the literature of the other leading 
secret societies, aside from historical and miscel- 
laneous collections, relics, mementos, curios, 
etc., etc. Others have written upon this general 
topic, but I attribute our good results very 
largely to these two excellent writers. 

Our State Librarian has been making an 
especial effort to obtaia a good representation of 
periodical literature, now so very valuable, 
through the use of Poole’s great ‘‘ Index.”” We 
have all the leading American magazines, to- 
gether with many from the other side. 

But the one point I started out to set forth in 
this letter is this: That the atmosphere of 
Iowa in these later days is becoming more and 
more propitious to libraries and collections. I look 
to see the library interest undergo a very rapid 
development throughout our State. The friend- 
ly interest manifested by our late legislature was 
most commendable. Individually and collective- 
ly the membersand senators deserve high praise, 
for the votes by which these bills were passed 
were nearly unanimous. I predict that, withia 
comparatively a few years, lowa will become as 
famous for her State, town, city, school, and 
college libraries as for her fertile fields and vast 
agricultural productions. Wealth is being rapid- 
ly accumulated, and it would seem that almost 
every town will have some generous giver who 
will desire to connect his name with the founding 
of a public library. 
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PUBLIC DOCUMENTS BILL. 


Tue Public Documents Bill as passed by the 
Senate came up in the House of Representatives 


April 15, accompanied by a report from the Com- | 


mittee on Printing (Report No. 1092), submitted 
by Mr. Richardson, Chairman of the Committee. 
The report is a valuable statement of the history 
and features of the bill, in which each section 
and the effect of it is described seriatim. Two 
changes of importance in the bill as passed by 
the Senate were recommended by the House 
Committee, as will be seen from the following 
extracts from the report. 

‘* The bill as it passed the Senate provides for 
the appointment of a superintendent of docu- 
ments by the President. Your committee are 
thoroughly convinced that there is a necessity 
for such an officer, but they recommend an 
amendment to the bill, providing that he shall be 
appointed by the Joint Committee on Printing, 
being of opinion that he should be brought im- 
mediately under and more in harmony with the 
two Houses of Congress. The bill abolishes the 
office of superintendent of documents in the In- 
terior Department, and imposes the duties here- 
tofore discharged by him upon the clerk of the 
Joint Committee on Printing. It is intended that 
all the surplus books and documents in the 
various Departments, as well as a!l those in the 
basement of the Capitol Building, most belonging 
to the quota of members of Congress, shall be 
distributed by this officer. 

Your committee recommend an amendment 
to section 62, providing for the appointment of 
this officer by the Joint Commitee on Printing 
instead of by the President, for the reasons here- 
tofore stated in part, at least, in this report. 

** Section 59. Since the passage of the bill by 
the Senate, your committee have received through 
the mails and from the hands of many members 
of the House earnest requests from a large 
number of libraries throughout the country fora 
modification of this section. The committee, 
therefore, recommend an amendment to the sec- 
tion by inserting after the words ‘ Executive De- 
partment,’ in the last paragraph thereof, the 
words ‘not intended for their special use, 
but,’ etc.” 

The following is the text of the section re- 
ferred to: 

Amendment: ‘* Sec. 59. Whenever printing 
not bearing a Congressional number shall be 
done for any department or officer of the gov- 
ernment, except confidential matter, blank 
forms, and circular letters not of a public char- 
acter, or shall be done for use of Congressional 
committees, not of a confidential character, two 
copies shall be sent, unless withheld by order of 
the committee, by the Public Printer to the Sen- 
ate and House Libraries respectively, and one 
copy each to the document-rooms of the Senate 
and House, for reference, and these copies shall 
not be removed ; and of all publications of the 
Executive Departments mot intended for their spe- 
cial use but made for distribution, five hundred 
copies shall be at once delivered to the super- 
inteadent of documents for distribution to des- 
ignated depositories and State and Territorial 
libraries.” 
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**Sec. 62. Zhe Joint Committee on Printing is 
hereby authorized and directed to appoint a clerk 


| to said joint committee, who shall be superintendent 


of documents and be entitled to receive a salary of 
three thousand dollars per annum, He shall have 
general supervision of the distribution of all pub- 
lic documents, and to his custody shall be com- 
mitted all documents subject to distribution, ex- 
cepting those printed for the special official use 
of the Executive Departments, which shall be 
delivered to said Departments, and those printed 
for the use of the two Houses of Congress, which 
shall be delivered to the folding-rooms of said 
Houses and distributed or delivered ready for 
distribution to Members and Delegates upon 
their order by the superintendent of the folding- 
rooms of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives.” 

There are a few minor amendments proposed, 
but they are of quite subordinate importance. 
The change in the status of the superintendent of 
public documents is probably on the whole wise, 
and the amendment in the other section is in- 
tended to meet the desires of the libraries. 
Whether it fully does this is still a matter of doubt, 
and attention is being given to the question. 

The bill stands in excellent position, as it was 
referred back to the committee with authority to 
report at any time, subject to the right of way of 
the :evenue and appropriation bills. It is hoped 
that Mr. Richardson will find opportunity to 
bring up the bill before or during the meeting of 
the Conference of the American Library Associa- 
tion, and there is every reason to suppose that 
the bill will be promptly passed in essentially its 
present shape. 


NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY LAW, 

A VERY notable example of the progress of li- 
brary legislation is to be reported from New 
York State, perhaps the most important single 
step that has been taken since the passage of the 
Public Libraries act in England. The bill, which 
was approved by Governor Flower on April 27, 
is entitled ‘‘ Chapter 378. An act to revise and 
consolidate the laws relating to the University of 
the State of New York.” The bill is a compre- 
hensive one, covering the whole field of the work 
of the regents of the so-called University of the 
State of New York, and is an excellent specimen 
of codification, repealing and replacing as it does 
by one definite system legislative provisions 
scattered through nearly fifty acts. The entire 
bill is of interest to library people, but we give 
only those portions which bear directly on dis- 
tinctively library questions. Section 34, which 
is not given, defines at length the powers of 
trustees of institutions in the university, but as 
this section is practically a series of by-laws for 
the government of trustees, and has no distinctive 
library features, we do not include that in the 
summary. The bill is, in a measure, one of the 
interesting fruits of Mr. Dewey's work in connec- 
tion with the Board of Regents, and he, as well 
as the entire library interest, is entitled to hearty 
congratulations on its passage. 

Sec. 15. State library: how constituted. — All 
books, pamphlets, manuscripts, records, archives, 
and maps, and all other property appropriate to 
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a general library, if owned by the State and not 
placed in other custody by law, shall be in 
charge of the regents and constitute the State 
Library. 

Sec. 16. Manuscripts and records ‘‘ on file.” — 
Manuscript or printed paper of the legislature, 
usually termed ‘‘on file,” and which shall have 
been on file more than five years in custody of 
the senate and assembly clerks, and all public 
records not placed in other custody by a specific 
law, shall be part of,the State Library and shall be 
kept in rooms assigned and suitably arranged for 
that purpose by the trustees of the capitol. The 
regents shall cause such papers and records to be 
so classified and arranged that they can be easily 
found. No paper or record shall be removed 
from such files except on a resolution of the 
senate and assembly withdrawing them for a 
temporary purpose, and in case of such removal 
a description of the paper or record and name of 
the person removing the same shall be entered in 
a book provided for that purpose, with the date 
of its delivery and return, 

Sec. 17. Use.— The State library shall be kept 
open not less then eight hours every week-day in 
the year, and members of the legislature, judges 
of the court of appeals, justices of the supreme 
court, and heads of State departments may borrow 
from the library books for use in Albany, but 
shall be subject to such restrictions and penalties 
as may be prescribed by the regents for the safe- 
ty or greater usefulness of the library. Others 
shall be entitled to use or borrow books from 
the library only on such conditions as the regents 
shall prescribe. 

Sec. 18. Book appropriation, — The treasurer 
shall pay annually to the regents, on warrant of 
the comptroller, $15,000 for books, serials, and 
binding for the State Library. 

Sec. 19. Duplicate department. — The regents 
shall have charge of the preparation, publication, 
and distribution, whether by sale, exchange, or 
gift, of the colonial history, natural history, and 
all other State publications not otherwise as- 
signed by law. To guard against waste or de- 
struction of State publications, and to provide for 
completion of sets to be permanently preserved 
in American and foreign libraries, the regents 
shall maintain a duplicate department to which 
each State department, bureau, board, or com- 
mission shall send not less than five copies 
of each of its publications when issued, and, 
after completing its distribution, any remain- 
ing copies which it no longer requires. The 
above, with any other publications not needed in 
the State library, shall be the duplicate depart- 
ment, and rules forsale, exchange, ordistribution 
from it shall be fixed by the regents, who shall 
use all receipts from such exchanges or sales for 
expenses and for increasing the State Library. 

Sec. 20. Zvransfers from State officers. —The 
librarian of any library owned by the State, or 
the officer in charge of any State department, bu- 
reau, board, commission, or other office may, 
with the approval of the regents, transfer to the 
permanent custody of the State library or museum 
any books, papers, maps, manuscripts, specimens, 
or other articles which, because of being dupli- 
cates or for other reasons, will in his judgment 


be more useful to the State in the State Library or 
Museum than if retained in his keeping. 

Sec. 21. Other libraries owned by the State. — 
The report of the State Library tothe legislature 
shall include a statement of the total number of 
volumes or pamphlets, the number added during 
the year, with a summary of operation and con- 
ditions, and any needed recommendation for 
safety or usefulness for each of the other libraries 
owned by the State, the custodian of which shall 
furnish such information or facilities for inspec- 
tion as the regents may require for making this 
report. Each of these libraries shall be under 
the sole control now provided by law, but for the 
annual report of the total number of books owned 
by or bought each year by the State, it shall be 
considered asa branch of the State Library and 
shall be entitled to any facilities for exchange of 
duplicates, inter-library loans, or other privileges 
properly accorded to a branch. 

Sec. 35. Public and free libraries and museums. 
— All provisions of sections thirty-five to fifty- 
one shall apply equally to libraries, museums, 
and to combined libraries and museums, and the 
word library shall be construed to include refer- 
ence and circulating libraries and reading-rooms. 

Sec. 36. Zstablishment. — By majority vote at 
any election, any city, village, town, school dis- 
trict, or other body authorized to levy and collect 
taxes, or by vote of its Common Council, any city; 
or by vote of its trustees, any village, may estab- 
lish and maintain a free public library, with or 
without branches, either by itself or in connec- 
tion with any other body authorized to maintain 
such library. Whenever twenty-five taxpayers 
shall so petition, the question of providing li- 
brary facilities shall be voted on at the next elec- 
tion or meeting at which taxes may be voted, pro- 
vided that due public notice shall have been given 
of the proposed action, 

Sec. 37. Sudsidies.— By similar vote money 
may be granted toward the support of libraries 
not owned by the public, but maintained for its 
welfare and free use ; provided, that such li- 
braries shall be subject to the inspection of the 
regents and registered by themas maintaining a 
proper standard, that the regents shall certify 
what number of the books circulated are of such 
a character as to merit a grant of public money, 
and that the amount granted yearly to libraries 
on the basis of circulation shall not exceed ten 
cents for each volume of the circulation thus cer- 
tified by the regents. 

Sec. 38. Taxes. — Taxes, in addition to those 
otherwise authorized, may be voted by any au- 
thority named in section thirty-six and for any 
purpose specified in sections thirty-six and thirty- 
seven, and shall, unless otherwise directed by 
such vote, be considered as annual appropriations 
therefor till changed by further vote, and shall be 
levied and collected yearly, or as directed, as are 
other general taxes; and all money received from 
taxes or other sources for such library shall be 
kept as a separate library fund and expended 
only under direction of the library trustees on 
properly authenticated vouchers. 

Sec. 39. Zrustees.—Such libraries shall be 
managed by trustees who shall have all the pow- 
ers of trustees of other educational institutions of 
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the university as defined in this act; provided, 
unless otherwise specified in the charter, that the 
number of trustees shall be five; that they shall 
be elected by the legal voters, except that in cities 
they shall be appointed by the Mayor with the 
consent of the Ccommon Council, fromcitizens of 
recognized fitness for such position; that the first 
trustees determine by lot whose term of office 
shall expire each year, and that a new trustee 
shall be elected or appointed annually to serve for 
five years. 

Sec. 40. Jncorporation, — Within one month 
after taking office the first Board of Trustees shall 
apply to the regents for a charter in accordance 
with the vote establishing the library. 

Sec. 41. Xeports. — Every library or museum 
which receives State aid or enjoys any exemption 
from taxation or other privilege not usually ac- 
corded to business corporations, shall make the 
report required by section twenty-five of this act, 
and such report shall relieve the institution from 
making any report now required by statute or 
charter to be made to the legislature, or to any 
department, court, or other authority of the State. 
These reports shall be summarized and transmit- 
ted to the legislature by the regents with the an- 
nual reports of the State library and State museum. 

Sec. 42. Use.— Every library established un- 
der this act shall be forever free to the inhabi- 
tants of the locality which establishes it, subject 
always to rules of the library trustees, who shall 
have authority to exclude any person who wilfully 
violates such rules; and the trustees may, under 
such conditions as they think expedient, extend 
the privileges of the library to persons living out- 
side such locality. 

Sec. 43. Jnjuries to property. — Whoever inten- 
tionally injures, defaces or destroys any property 
belonging to or deposited in any incorporated li- 
brary, reading-room, museum, or other education- 
al institution, shall be punished by imprisonment 
in a State prison for not more than three years, 
or inacounty jail for not more than one year, or 
by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars, 
or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

Sec. 44. Detention. — Whoever wilfully de- 
tains any book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, 
manuscript, orother property belonging to any 
public or incorporated library, reading-room, 
museum or other educational institution, for 
thirty days after notice in writing to return the 
same, given after the expiration of the time 
which, by the rules of such institution, such article 
or other property may be kept, shall be punished 
by a fine of not less than one nor more than 
twenty-five dollars, or by imprisonment in the 
jail not exceeding six months, and the said notice 
shall bear on its face a copy of this section. 

Sec. 45. Zvansfer of libraries. — Any cor- 
poration, association, school district, or combina- 
tion of districts may, by legal vote duly approved 
by the regents, transfer the ownership and con- 
trol of its library, with all its appurtenances, to 
any public library in the university, and there- 
after said public library shall be entitled to re- 
ceive any money, books, or other property from 
the State or other sources, to which said corpora- 
tion, association, or district would have been en- 
titled but for such transfer, and the trustees or 


body making the transfer shall thereafter be re- 
lieved of all responsibility pertaining to property 
thus transferred. 
| Sec. 46. Local neglect. — If the local authori- 
ties of any library supported wholly or in part by 
| State money fail to provide for the safety and 
public usefulness of its books, the regents shall 
| in writing notify the trustees of said library what 
is necessary to meet the State’s requirements, 
and on such notice all its rights to further grants 
of money or books from the State shall be sus- 
pended until the regents certify that the require- 
ments have been met; and if said trustees shall 
refuse or neglect to comply with such require- 
ments within sixty days after service of such 
notice, the regents may remove them from office, 
and thereafter all books and other library prop- 
erty wholly or in part paid for from State money 
shall be under the full and direct control of the 
regents who, as shall seem best for public in- 
terests, may appoint new trustees to carry on the 
library, or may store it or distribute its books t 
other libraries. 

Sec. 47. Loans of books from State. — Under such 
rules as the regents may prescribe, they may lend 
from the State Library, duplicate department, or 
from books specially given or bought for this pur- 
pose, selections of books for a limited time to any 
public library in this State under visitation of the 
regents, or to any community not yet having es- 
tablished such library, but which has conformed 
to the conditions required for such loans. 

Sec. 48. Advice and instruction from State 
library officers. — The trustees or librarian or any 
citizen interested in any public library in this 
State shall be entitled to ask from the officers of 
the State Library any needed advice or instruction 
as to a library building, furniture and equipment, 
government and service, rules for readers, select- 
ing, buying, cataloguing, shelving, lending books, 
or any other matter pertaining to the establish- 
ment, reorganization, or administration of a pub- 
lic library. The regents may provide for giving 
such advice and instruction either personally or 
through printed matter and correspondence, 
either by the State Library staff or by a library 
commission of competent experts appointed by 
the regents to serve without salary. The regents 
may, on request, select or buy books, or furnish 
(*) instead of money apportioned, or may make 
exchanges and loans through the duplicate depart- 
ment of the State Library. Such assistance sha!l 
be free to residents of this State as far as practica- 
| ble, but the regents may, in their discretion, 

charge a proper fee to non-residents or for as- 

sistance of a personal nature or for other reasons 
| not properly an expense to the State, but which 
may be authorized for the accommodation of 
users of the library. 

Sec. 49. Use of fees and fines, — The regents 
may use receipts from fees, fines, gifts from pri- 
vate sources, or sale of regents’ bulletins and 
similar printed matter, for buying books or for 
any other proper expenses of carrying on their 
work. 

Sec. 50. Apportionment of public library money. 
— Such sum as shall have been appropriated by the 


* So in the original, 
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legislature as public library money shall be paid 
annually by the treasurer, on the warrant of the 
comptroller, from the income of the United 
States deposit fund, according to an apportion- 
ment to be made for the benefit of free libraries 
by the regents in accordance with their rules and 
authenticated by their seal; provided, that none 
of this money shall be spent for books except 
those approved or selected and furnished by the 
regents; that no locality shall share in the appor- 
tionment unless it shal! raise and use for the same 
purpose not less than an equal amount from taxa- 
tion or other local sources; that for any part of 
the apportionment not payable directly to the li- 
brary trustees the regents shall file with the comp- 
troller proper vouchers showing that it has been 
spent in accordance with law exclusively for books 
for free libraries or for proper expenses incurred 
for their benefit; and that books paid for by the 
State shall be subject to return to the regents 
whenever the library shal! neglect or refuse to 
conform to the ordinances under which it secured 
them. 

Sec. 51. Adolition. — Any library established 
under this act may be abolished only by a major- 
ity vote at a regular annual election, ratified by a 
majority vote atthe nextannual election. If any 
such library is abolished its property shall be used 
first to return to the regents, for the benefit of 
other public libraries in that locality, the equiva- 
lent of such sums as it may have received from 
the State orfrom other sources as gifts for public 
use, After such return any remaining property 
may be used as directed in the vote abolishing 
the library; but if the entire library property 
does not exceed in value the amount of such gifts, 
it may be transferred to the regents for public 
use, and the trustees shall thereupon be freed 
from further responsibility. No abolition of a 
public library shall be lawful till the regents 
grant a certificate that its assets have been prop- 
erly distributed and its abolition completed in ac- 
cordance with law. 


THE NEW LIBRARY DRAWER, 
THe New Library Drawer, with its novel 


device for holding sheets or cards, was invented | 
in 1892 by an assistant in the Harvard College 


Library. It is not supposed that old libraries 
can at once adopt it: its method effects too com- 
plete a revolution in the old ways; but it is con- 
fidently offered to new libraries and to those now 
entering on library work. It claims to surpass 
all appliances heretofore used by libraries: 

First, in economizing space. 

Second, in making the cards accessible to the 
light, to the eye, and to the hand of the reader. 

Third, in the readiness of finding any entry 
and in the ease of removing and replacing any 
single sheet or the entire contents of the Drawer. 

Fourth, in the saving it effects in the time of 
readers and of library workers, as well as in its 
contribution to cleanliness, comfort, and health. 

This last-mentioned point deserves fuller treat- 


ment than a circular can give. Those familiar | 


with the cards in the drawers of a public library, 
especially in the branches where they are much 
handled by children, need not be told that some 


of them are already beyond saving by fumiga- 
tion. To continue them in use is like requiring 
successive generations of school-boys to use the 
same identical text-books. These cards are be- 
coming an offence to delicacy and a menace to 
health, The New Drawcr seeks to remove or 
to avert that very evil. It aims to provide an 
elegant sheet for the gentleman's bookcase and 
a clean card for the much-used public library, 
such as can be cheaply and frequently renewed. 
At first glance, its method may seem to be ex- 
pensive; it is believed that experience will show 
it to surpass al! others in labor-saving and 
money-saving. 

The saving of time to the reader is obvious. 
The cards or sheets lie lengthwise in the Drawer, 
secured in the nip of a powerful clutch to the 
Drawer’s front. When the Drawer is pulled 
out, and that hinged front turned down to a 
horizontal position, the cards stand on end, clear 
of the rack, and as accessible to hand and eye as 
the leaves of a dictionary on its table. The 
reader rapidly runs the cards under his thumb 
to find a given name; it takes but a moment to 
be sure that it is or is not there, while there is 
none of the distressing labor of bending over 
dark drawers, peeping and picking at untidy 
cards. 

The saving of labor to the library worker is 
equally great. Whenever a book is ordered or 
offered, an assistant must search the catalogue 
to know whether it be not already there, that 
the library may not unconsciously secure a need- 
less duplicate. 

When the daily additions to the card catalogue 
are inserted, the ease with which the sheets can 
be released and replaced in the New Drawer 
again saves to the library worker valuable time. 

But the New Drawer’s economy of space 
fully equals its other excellences, It is believed 
that, with the same space, it will afford an equal 
number of cards, yet with a writing area more 
than twice as great. The cards in the old 
drawers are small, thick, and heavy. To show 
them all, the drawer.must come out for its full 
depth. To support it thus, it must have either 
a specia! side attachment or a cumbrous exten- 
sion to the rear. Both consume space. In the 
Harvard College Library the smaller card- 
drawer, pulled out, measures 2} X 11 X 14 inches, 
with a rear projection making it longer, thus 
consuming about 550 cubic inches. The double 
case, in which two drawers are set back to back, 
has a horizontal depth of 40 inches. 

The New Drawer, having neither sides nor 
back, permits its sliding bottom, held in a slot 
in the rack, to go over or under the bottom of 
the drawer behind it, thus effecting a large saving 
of space. Its double rack has less than 20 inches 
of horizontal depth, while a case of single draw- 
ers can be set along a shallow wall, using space 
but 9 inches deep. These are advantages which 
librarians and library architects will appreciate. 

More than this, the 550 cubic inches of the old 
drawer afford room for 1500 cards, each giving 
7 square inches of writing area, or 10,500 square 
inches ali together. The New Drawer, with 
the same space, carries as many sheets, but so 
much larger as to give a writing area of 20 
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square inches each, or 30,000 square inches all under very stringent conditions, and then in only 
together, while, if we choose to lessen the area } 


of each sheet, we diminish by so much the space 
consumed. 

It is yet too early (February, 1892) to refer 
inquireis to libraries using the New Drawer 
but the inventor is prepared to sell to public or 
private libraries the right to make and use the 
same for themselves, or he wil! contract to make 
them and set them in place. Special terms to 
special libraries. 

It is recommended that for public use the cards 
be made of a tough, long-fibre paper, like that 
used in the government ** Coast Charts.” For 
private libraries, a lighter paper will be provided. 
It is proposed at once to establish the manufacture 
of such sheets of several grades and sizes. And 
the matter of sizes, qualities, and patterns, as 
well as whether the old rods and holes are to be 
retained or dispensed with, is left to the decision 
of separate libraries. 

If any iibraries desire to substitute the book 
form for the drawer form of catalogue, it is ex- 
pected that such a form will soon be provided 
by the inventor of the Drawer, carrying the 
same sheet. Made of wood and metal, it will be 
as good as indestructible; but as each book is 
limited to some 400 sheets, that method, which 
has advantages as well as risks, will be somewhat 
more expensive. For fuller information, address 
Fredesic Badger, Cambridge, Mass. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES IN PARIS, 


Translated from the Birsendlatt, Oct. 7, 1891, by Miss 
Hf. E. Green, Boston Athenaum, 

THE city government of Berlin has lately com- 
missioned Dr. Max Weigert, one of the city rep- 
resentatives, to visit Paris, in order to stucy the 
public-school system prevailing there. The re- 
sults of his examination have been presented in 
a report which caused a lively sensation in pro- 
fessional circles, The unwearving exertions of 
the city government of Paris were fully recog- 
nized therein, and it was demonstrated with how 
much success the formerly neglected public-school 
system had upraised and developed itself. 

Together with the care of instruction, the 
arrangement, foundation, and use of public libra- 
ries was promoted by the city authorities. The 
Journal Officiel contains in the number for Aug. 
29, of this year (1891), the substance of the fol- 
lowing account : 

The leading idea was to put mechanics and 
laborers, as well as every one else, in the way of 
instructing themselves, and to put the necessary 
means of study and education in their hands, 
thereby inducing many persons to make a profit- 
able use of their leisure time. 

These expectations were justified by success, 
as was proved by the increased use of the libra- 
ries, so that the city authorities have now the in- 
tention of providing every city precinct, of which, 
be it said in passing, there are eighty in Paris, 
with a public library of its own. 

In the year 1878 there were only nine public 
city libraries ; five of these were very little used 
by the public, and the others were satisfied with 
mere existence. The books must be used in the 


libraries ; none were allowed to go out except 


two libraries. This was not at all in accordance 
with the taste of the lower middle-class of Paris, 
which likes to read its book in its own family 
circle in the leisure and quiet which is not af- 
forded by the reading-room of a library. It was 
therefore necessary, in order to meet the wants 
of a larger circle of readers, to make the sending 
cut of books universal ; this was done with a de- 
gree of hesitation, which was, however, ground- 
less, as was shown by the result. Very extensive 
use was made of the increased privileges of the 
libraries; the number of books taken for home 
use soon perceptibly surpassed the number used 
in the library-rooms, although here also the cir- 
culation continued brisk. 

The city of Paris has now 64 public libraries, 
all of which send out books and accommodate 
readers in their halls ; they are open at the times 
when the factories and shops are closed ; there- 
by corresponding in the most liberal manner to 
the circumstances of mechanics, etc., and the 
need of having the use of the libraries made easy 
to them. The libraries are kept in the mayor- 
alty buildings or ward district school-houses ; a 
central office provides for the administration and 
support, while in each precinct a committee of 
superintendence attends to the choice and order- 
ing of new accessions. All expenses are paid by 
the city, which, in its last budget, in 1890, ap- 
propriated therefor the trifle of 22¢,000 francs. 
On every library in full use are bestowed yearly 
about 2400 francs, while 14,000 francs are em- 
ployed in founding new ones. 

The number of books circulated in 1890 was 
1,386,642, against 29,339 in 1878, in the nine 
libraries then existing. In 1878 there was an 
average of only 3259 readers for each library, 
and in the last year the average was 23,500, 
which shows a seven-fold use of the libraries. In 
a circulation of a million and a half books the 
percentage of loss, scarcely 4.5 a thousand, 
seems very small, when we consider that the 
majority of readers do not belong to the edu- 
cated classes, and are not too careful of books. 

In accordance with the object of a people’s 
library, it is desired, in acquiring new books, 
that they shall be moderate in price and easily 
handled ; in consequence there are no literary 
curiosities, éditions de luxe, etc., but large ency- 
clopzdias and other valuable scientific and liter- 
ary works, for which no cheap substitute exists, 
are not excluded. Such expensive works must, 
however, be used in the library, under the eye 
of an attendant, as the danger of injury or loss 
is 

The instinct for self-improvement, which ex- 
ists in every man above the lowest, often needs 
only excitement or opportunity to become active. 
[he great moral successes which have been ob- 
tained by pubiic libraries have a far-reaching in- 
fluence on popular and family life ; and by their 
means a taste for reading is aroused and extend- 
ed in quarters which were formerly without any 
sort of mental nourishment. 

Let us, in conclusion, consider the condition of 
the public libraries in the imperial capital, Ber- 
lin. The report of the city government for 1884 

go reckons 25 public free libraries; 334,837 
books were read by 14,g00 persons, #.¢. 17,219 
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volumes less than last year. The expenses were 
26,490 marks, the allowance from the city treas- 
ury 23,400 marks. In whose favor a comparison 
between the twocities may be made, admits, after 
the foregoing account, of not the slightest doubt. 


THE AUTHOR AND THE PUBLIC LI- 
BRARY. 


From the Beston Advertiser. 


Tue curious legal question which‘ has recently 
been raised, since the publication of the auto- 
biography of a well-known man, concerning the 
right of public libraries to place a book upon its 
shelves without the consent of the author, is of 
great interest to authorsand publishers. Does its 
possession by a public library tend to increase or 
decrease the sale of the book? Upon this ques- 
tion publishers in Boston are divided in opinion, 
One of the oldest publishers inthe city is decided- 
ly of the opinion that public libraries are a real 
disadvantage to the author, While Congress is 
devising means to protect authors, he contends, 
it would do them the greatest service to pass a 
law providing that no public library shall place a 
book upon its shelves without the consent of the 
author. Were such a law practicable, he insists, 
the sales of very many books would perceptibly 
increase, 

Another publisher of this city, equally emi- 
nent, differs in opinion. In the matter of law- 
books, he admits, this rule holds good. The re- 
cent increase in the large cities in the number of 
social law libraries has had an undoubtedly dis- 
astrous effect upon the law-book trade. Insome 
of the great buiidings in New York City, build 
ings whose owners desire especially to fill their 
rooms with lawyers, it has become quite the 
thing to provide a completely equipped law li- 
brary for the use of tenants, So general has be- 
come the practice that it has had quite an appre- 
ciable effect already upon the law-book trade. 
But in the case of miscellaneous books, the pub- 
lisher quoted feels not at all sure that the placing 
of a book in a library is wholly a disadvantage. 
To be sure, in many cases, a person well able to 
purchase a book will often obtain it from the li- 
brary. But there is also another side to the ques- 
tion, The successful book is not necessarily the 
book the most widely advertised, or the book 
that receives the most flattering critical reviews 
and notices in the newspapers, It is the book 
that is talked about. It is an open question 
whether the placing of a book in a public library, 
where it may be ‘‘ known and read of all men,” 
is not an excellent way to procure it to be talked 
about. It is certain that the most popular book 
is the book most in demand at the counters of the 
libraries. May not this constant demand serve 
as well to increase its popularity ? 

In this connection it may be well to observe 
that the first sales of a book almost always 
come to the dealers from the libraries. This be- 
ing true, it is not unlikely that the demand at the 
libraries, and the consequent increase of the num- 
ber of readers and talkers, may serve to advertise 
the book, and thus to increase its sales. It is an 
interesting question which many will discuss, but 
upon which few will agree. 


LIBRARIES FOR USE. 


THERE seems to be no good reason why the 
system of circulating libraries should not be 
extended beyond its present limits. The 
National Medical Library, at Washington, one 
of the best in the world, is a circulating li- 
brary. Books are sent to any one who deposits 
$50 as security, and they are thus placed at 
the service of the physicians of the country. 
Why should not the Congressional Library, 
which is a national library in name, be made one 
in fact, and packages of books be sent out, under 
certain guarantees, to poorly equipped libraries, 
or to societies or associations that might apply ? 
There seems, on the face of it, no reason why 
such a scheme should not be successfully carried 
out, or why it should not apply to State libraries 
as well. Certainly their usefulness would be in- 
finitely increased thereby. — Boston Post, Mar. 6. 


GERMAN LIBRARIES AT THE WORLD'S 
FAIR AT CHICAGO.,* 


BY A. GRASEL. 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL some time ago (v. 16, 
1891, no. 8) published the plan which the com- 
mittee of the American Library Association has 
worked out for the arrangement of the World's 
Fair at Chicago on the side of public libraries. It 
is the intention of the committee to invite the 
co-operation of foreign libraries. To the exhibi- 
tion should come in the first place plans and 
models of library buildings, examples of their 
inner arrangement and administration, library 
reports and sample bindings. A small typical 
library should also form part of the exhibition. 
It would be very desirable to have the larger 
German libraries interest themselves in this 
undertaking. The majority of these need by no 
means shun the competition with those of other 
countries; and surely when it isa question of plac- 
ing once before the eyes of the whole world in a 
large way the progress of library science,Germany 
should not stand idly by. Zealously begun and 
wisely carried out participation would surely be 
followed by success ; atall events, the result of the 
joint exposition if elaborated inexhaustive reports 
from the technical side and then rightly turned to 
account would be of use to our libraries them- 
selves. New and in part superior library buildings 
have been erected among us during the last 
decade in considerable number — we need only to 
mention Stuttgart, Halle, Wolfenbiittel, Leipzig, 
Strassburg— we could therefore present our- 
selves with a whole series of good plans and 
photographic representations followed by similar 
ones of the inner construction and equipment of 
our library buildings. Further, our manner of 
cataloging would be shown by specimens of 
alaphabetical and the best subject catalogs, 
by samples of cards and card cases, while the 
different appliances for the loan department used 


*(This extract from the Centralblatt far bibliotheks- 
wesen for February, 1892 (9: 88-89), translated by Miss 
Mary E. Hawley, of the Library School class of 1893, isan 
encouraging token of interest among German librarians 


in the library exhibit at the Columbian fair. — Ep. L. j.) 
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in our larger libraries would also be displayed. 
Library reports in so far as such have been pub- 
lished by important German libraries; guides 
through libraries, historical accounts of our larger 
book collections, would form the next object of 
the exposition, with which might be grouped well- 
printed indexes to reference and good special 
libraries, as well as printed catalogs of manu- 
scripts. All these to be bound in exemplary 
fashion to serve at the same time as types of our 
bookbinders’ work. Single volumes of the Sera- 
peum, of Petzholdt’s Anzeiger and of the Centra/- 
blatt fiir Bibliothekswesem would complete the 
exhibit in a suitable manner. 

The matter is herewith submitted for free dis- 
cussion. The exposition takes place in 1893, so 
that there is plenty of time for the necessary 
preparations. If with official permission and 
support Prussian libraries would make a begin- 
ning led by a commission appointed for the 
purpose, then perhaps one or another of the 
larger libraries in the other German states would 
likewise find itself in a position to take part. 
In every case the great problem remains the rais- 
ing of the necessary funds. Lei the procuring 
of these be confidently committed to the higher 
authorities, 


AMHERST SUMMER SCHOOL. 


THE object of the course, session of 1892, July 
4 to August §, offered in this department under 
the direction of W. I. Fletcher, of the Amherst 
College Library, is to furnish as thorough and 
complete instruction and practice in actual li- 
brary work as can be given in five weeks. This 
time is sufficient, when well applied, to give a 
good basis for future self-instruction with the aid 
of available printed helps, and to put one in the 
way of becoming a thoroughly-equipped libra- 
rian according to modern standards. 

Instruction will be given daily (except Satur- 
day) from 2to 4 p.m., in the form of practical 
lectures by Mr. Fletcher, in which the whole field 
of library work will be gone over, cataloging 
being taught from Cutter’s and Linderfelt’s rules. 
The class will be furnished with necessary blanks, 
etc., and required to go through with each proc- 
ess as it is described. The class will be con- 
ducted as one of beginners, no previous knowl- 
edge of library work being expected. At the 
same time care will be taken to make the work 
at each stage so thorough as to be of use to 
those who are already possessed of the mere 
rudiments. 

The class will also meet forenoons from 10 to 
12 o’clock for practice, under Mr. Fletcher's 
supervision, in various forms of library work, 
according to the needs of the different pupils. 
For those who wish to take these hours for lan- 
guage work other arrangements will be made. 

The fee for this course is placed at $12, and is 
the same for all pupils, whether also taking other 
courses in the summer school or not. But the 


lectures given in connection with the summer 
school will be open, free of charge, to the pupils 
in this department, and the hours will generally 
not conflict. 


State Librarn Associations. 


NEW VORK STATE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

Tue following circular has been sent out by 
the President: 

Ausany, N. Y., May 7, 1892. 
To members of the New York Library Associa- 
tion; 

In accordance with the vote at the White 
Mountain meeting, all who can attend the annual 
meeting of the American Library Association at 
Lakewood, N. ]., May 16, will meet on Tuesday 
afternoon at the Laurel House to discuss New 
York library interests. 


Though New York was the first State to organ- 
ize a State association, we have intentionally 
deferred active efforts till we could secure in law 
the needed basis for broad and effective work. 
Every member should now feel the responsibility 
for making up lost time, so that by the opening 
of the World’s Fair we may make a showing for 
library interests worthy the Empire State. The 
needed law has now been signed and certified 
copies promised by the Secretary of State early 
in the week, and will be promptly mailed to 
every member. Powers of library trustees are 
in sec. 34, while the library law is sec. 35-51. 
The regents of the University meet soon after 
the library conference, and we wish to lay before 
them the results of our Lakewood discussion as 
to the wisest rules to be adopted regarding ap- 
portionment of public library money and certify- 
ing books for subsidies. Please study with spe- 
cial care, therefore, sec. 37-50. 

We have now by far the best library law of 
any State, and it is of the utmost importance to 
get the best thought o/ our ablest librarians as to 
how the regents can exercise the large powers 
vested in them to the greatest advantage of the 
State at large. 

While the most importaut matter at this meet- 
ing is the new law, any other topics pertaining 
to New York library interests will be discussed 
so far as time allows. Members are invited to 
send in before the meeting any topics they spe- 
cially wish brought up. 

I enclose a circular of the A. L. A. meeting, 
which promises to be the largest yet held. Come 
if you can, and if not, pray send a short letter to 
show your interest in the work and to give any 
suggestions about the law. Remember also that 
our annual meeting comes during University con- 
vocation, July 5—7, at the Capitol, when we ex- 
pect a full attendance. 

There are many New Yorkers deeply inter- 
ested in libraries who will be ready to join our 
association, now that we have a satisfactory law 
and a clear field for aggressive work. It is cer- 
tainly one of the first duties of the present mem- 
bers to invite such friends as will be interested 
to join with us, and to send in to the State Li- 
brary the addresses of all known to be interested, 
in order that printed matter may be sent them 
which will be helpful in the general work. 

MELvIL Dewey, President, 
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Librarp Clubs. 


MASSACHUSETTS LIBRARY CLUB, 

THe eighth meeting of the club was held at 
Cambridge on Tuesday, April 12, when the 
members were the guests of Harvard University 
and of the Cambridge Public Library. About 
150 persons were present. 

The members assembled at the Public Library 
at 10 o'clock and were received by the librarian 
and the trustees. Col. T. W. Higginson made 
a few remarks welcoming the guests and calling 
their attention to a few characteristic features of 
the Cambridge Public Library — the large refer- 
ence library, freely accessible to all, the revolving 
bookcases of new books and children’s books, 
and the Cambridge Memorial Rooms, as yet but 
imperfectly arranged. He also pointed out by 
way of warning some defects of the building — 
the too scanty provision for readers and book- 
borrowers, and the inconvenient height of the 
shelving in the stack, although this had been 
carefully guarded against, as it was thought, in 
the planadopted. He incidentally remarked that 
he had just visited for the first time the new 
Public Library Building in Boston, and expressed 
the opinion that though the trustees had undoubt- 
edly made a mistake in not consulting their li- 
brarians in respect to its details, yet they had 
produced a building which was in many respects 
entitled to great admiration. 

After an inspection of the library the meeting 
was called to order in Harvard Hall by Mr. 
Lane, and again welcomed by Mr. Winsor, who 
gave an account of the early history of Harvard 
Library. 

The subject for discussion, the Selection and 
Buying of Books, was then opened by Miss 
Fuller, of the Library of the Episcopal Theo- 
logical School. She read an interesting paper 
containing many valuable points in the way of 
suggestions as to the purchase, binding, and care 
of books. 

Mr. Jones followed with a description of the 
methods of selecting books at Salem. The li- 
brarian consults the critical literary journals, the 
book notices in the leading magazines, bulletins 
of other libraries, and sale catalogues, American 
and foreign. He makes lists of the desirable 
books which are shown to the book committee 
when it meets, as it does half an hour before the 
trustees come together. Efforts are made to 
find works on the useful arts, as the leather and 
cotton manufacturers and the various occupations 
followed in Salem. A watch is kept for works 
on special subjects, as, for example, the Civil War 
and regimental histories. A suggestion-book is 
kept and specialists are frequently consulted. 
In regard to back volumes of periodicals, not 


much attention is paid to buying them, but the 
library waits to have them given. 

Mr. Green said that at Worcester the books are 
bought by the librarian, with suggestions and 
advice from the trustees, but he thought that in 
a small town the most capable person should buy 
the books and that sale catalogues should not be 
used, but the wants of the constituency be con- 
sidered. Unlike the last speaker, he regarded it 
as highly important to purchase and complete 
sets of periodicals. 

Mr. Higginson considered it a wise plan to 
ask the bookseller to set aside once a month books 
for the librarian’s inspection; he would say 
send to the library every book published, if time 
were not such a serious factor in the matter. 
This would require, however, a librarian sent 
down from heaven. For small libraries he 
would choose reference-books especially, and 
when it was objected that these are the ones 
usually open but once a week, he replied that the 
smaller the town so much the easier to get into 
the library when it was not open. He approved 
of buying magazine literature and letting such 
purchases serve as a suggestion to those disposed 
to give more of the same class. 

Mr. Houghton said that at Lynn the assistants 
at the delivery-desk help in the selection, since 
they knew what books are asked for and thus 
the readers’ wants are consulted and the judgment 
of the community taken into account. Sets of 
periodicals he considered of great value — espe- 
cially useful to the members of the numerous de- 
bating societies. 

Mr. Cutter spoke of the difference in the 
methods to be employed in the little country 
towns, where two hundred dollars covers the 
whole sum expended on the library, and where 
trustees meet but three times a year, from those 
methods practicable in a library like the Athe- 
nzum, where the committees meet every week 
and where the bookseller is requested to send for 
examination all current books. 

Mr. Barnes told of the system at Cambridge, 
where the purchasing member of the book com- 
mittee and the librarian do most of the buying 
— the opinions and judgment of the librarian 
being considered very important. 

One member of the State Library Commission, 
Mr. Green, was present, and he invited the clubto 
refer any questions which should chance tocome 
up tothat body, but affirmed shortly after that 
the commission has no time to devote to answer- 
ing questions. 

Speaking of special lists of reading, Mr. Hig- 
ginson thought that too much is said about read- 
ing for the young exclusively; he did not see 
why attention should not sometimes be paid to 
lists of reading for the old. 

A motion was made and passed that the 
Executive Committee appoint a committee to re- 
port at the next meeting on the practicability of 
having the club prepare lists of books desirable 
for purchase. At the close of the meeting din- 
ner was served in Memorial Hall, after which the 
various libraries and museums of the college 
were visited. Barges were then provided by the 
Cambridge Public Library, and the club was 
driven about the city, and at half-past five o’clock 
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Mr. Winsor entertained the members at his resi- 
dence on Sparks Street. 
E. P. THursTon, Secretary. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA LIBRARY CLUB. 


Tue club held its regular meeting Thursday, 
April 7, at 7:30 p.m., President T, L. Kelso in 
the chair. 

The opening paper of the evening, on “ Classi- 
fication,” by Miss Lu Younkin, of San Diego, was 
read by the Secretary in the absence of Miss Youn- 
kin, 

Miss Younkin says: ‘‘ It isacommon mistake 
with new libraries to adopt a scheme not suffi- 
ciently elaborated. ... It seems to me that 
the only practical objection to using an elaborate 
scheme is the complexity of the call-marks. 


-+» I believe the Dewey system owes 
its success in no small measure to its nota- 
tion. Long before the youngest messenger 


comes into the library, number is intelligible to 
him. For instance, 140 isa distinct idea, and 
140-141-142 is a familiar sequence. But give 
him a list from divisions BFI-BFM-BFP, the 
combinations do not in themselves mean any- 
thing and never can. I receive Cutter’s 
* Expansive classification’ as it appears. I like 
it very much, but am surprised that he should 
recommend his 1 scheme to even the smallest 
library. If I had but ro histories I should 
classify them according to country. It is so 
awkward to reclassify that every librarian in in- 
augurating his library should work upon the 
hypothesis that he will receive 20,000 volumes 
the first year. ... Merits being equal, or near- 
ly so, choose the scheme that has the widest 
popularity, that toward which the newer, more 
progressive libraries are tending. I find that my 
best readers are pleased with a familiar plan; it 
seems like the face of a friend when one goes into 
a strange library. 

“Then what advantages in co-operation that 
uniformity gives! What if there be no walking 
cyclopedia in our corps, the catalogs of other li- 
braries working under the same system give me 
easy introduction to a brilliant galaxy of libra- 
rians.” 

In the discussion which followed, Miss Haines 
called attention to the catalogs of Detroit and 
Wilkes-Barré as displaying the advantages 
claimed for the combination of letters and fig- 
ures in the call-marks. 

Miss Hasse read W: E. Foster’s paper on 
Classification from a reader's point of view,” 
published in the JOURNAL, 1890. 

Miss Kelso says: ‘‘ In libraries where, as in the 
Los Angeles P. L., the lack of space forbids the 
extension of the courtesy of the shelves to even 
the smallest number without serious incon- 
venience, we find the shelf-sheets, each class 
bound in movable covers by itself, of inestimable 
value, as they contain the latest authorities re- 
ceived into the library. In my estimation the 


day of printed catalogs is fast disappearing and 
that of special lists coming in.” 

The subjects for discussion at the next meet- 
ing will be the ‘‘ Comparative value of maga- 
zines” and ‘‘ American college libraries,” 

HAINES, Secretary, 


| them. 


Reviews. 


THE AMERICAN CATALOGUE, founded by F: Ley- 
poldt, 1884-1890: books recorded (including 
reprints and importations) July 1, 1884-June 
30, 1890; compiled under the editorial direc- 
tion of R: R. Bowker, by A. I. Appleton 
and others. New York, Office of the Publish- 
ers’ Weekly, 1891. 

A recent French writer, in discussing the ful- 
ness and constant occupation of modern life, and 
the ability that went with it of constantly redupli- 
cating experiences and feelings, seriously predict- 
ed that surprise and sensation were becoming im- 
possibilities. The present volume constitutes a 
mute reply to this idea. The previous volumes, 
of which this isa continuation, had made the plan, 
scope, and method of the work familiar to all in- 
terested in the work. The new volume might be 
a little thicker, and include more titles, but there 
seemed no chance to make it the most remark- 
able volume of the series, and indeed of the en- 
tire trade bibliography of the world. Yet suchit 
is, and heavy and substantial as the toned paper 
and solid binding make the book, it is, to an ac- 
tive librarian or bookseller, literally worth its 
weight in gold—not as a bibliographical treas- 
ure, but as a working-tool, as essential in 
daily administration as a cash ledger or an ac- 
cession list. In no other book can such an 
important combination of information be ob- 
tained. Not merely is it the trade list in which 
the librarian and bookseller can find the title, 
publisher, and price of each book of the quin- 
tade, but it is a bibliography of contemporary 
literature of more value to most scholars and 
readers than all the kindred works combined. 
Arnold advised one to never read a book till two 
years after its publication. For de//es-/ettres the 
advice is unquestionably sound; but a glance 
through this volume is proof itself of how small 
aclass of works this advice can be extended to 
now. Classes of books which once had a Large 
degree of permanence are more and more taking 
on the character of technical books and falling 
within the widening field where the latest publi- 
cation is the best. And this change is one which 
the librarian must recognize. He can no longer 
only buy the ‘* standards” in political economy, 
history, philosophy, travel, and other groups of 
books which once had a large degree of perma- 
nence. Even in pure Jelles-dettres he must be pre- 
pared to replace many works with new editions, 
In Shakespeare alone, the necessity for the latest 
editions is positive and marked, and this is equally 
true of Chaucerand Ruskin, and of many between 
To all these needs this great work re- 
sponds with every essential kind of information. 
Perhaps it could do more, but in this respect it 
resembles Johnson’s opinion of the strawberry: 
“The Lord might have made a better berry, but 
he never did.” 

To deal more in particulars, this list occupies 
582 pages and describes 28,000 books with 37,- 
ooo titles. The author arrangement of the first 
part isanalyzed into subjects in the second. In 
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all details of the main list it closely follows the 
previous volumes. In the appendix is given, as 
was attempted in the previous volume, a list of the 
U. S. Government documents from 1884-1890, 
which seems careful and complete, yet which the 
system of grouping under each department leaves 
unsatisfactory so far as quickness of reference is 
concerned. An author and subject index would 
have made it very much more effective. Buteven 
as it is, the list is by far the best yet attempted of 
government publications, and promises an event- 
ually satisfactory solution of that almost hope- 
lessly uncatalogable class of books, The next list 
is an entirely new feature —a list of the various 
State publications, Nearly all are the work of the 
various State librarians, and go far to give thor- 
oughly admirable lists. Certainly for a first at- 
tempt it is most complete and satisfactory. It must 
have involved immense work, both in the co-oper- 
ating compilers and in the editor who planned 
and re-worked the material. Following this isa 
list of the publications of societies, equally im- 
portant and equally well done. The volume 
closes with lists of the various series, the various 
books of which are, of course, included in the 
main lists. 

From this description the inclusiveness of the 
work will be at once realized. Nor is the com- 
pleteness limited to the plan of publication. 
With each volume the evidence is strong that a 
finer sieve is used, and that fewer volumes escape 
the notice of the compilers. The editor himself 
calls attention to two Aiafus in the work — mu- 
nicipal documents and privately-printed books. 
Both would be unquestioned additions, Person- 
ally we view them as impossibilities. And yet 
the same thought and energy which conceived 
and executed the part already done may find 
some way of dealing with these classes. A more 
important class, in the compiler’s opinion, and 
one not even mentioned here, are the pamphlet 
periodicals. An indexto some of these we un- 
questionably have, but only to a small propor- 
tion, Certainly they are now of enough impor- 
tance to merit a section in such a work. 

The completeness accomplished in this volume 
for contemporary books has stimulated the edi- 
torto sigh for new fields. And soa part of his 
preface is given to not merely hinting retro- 
spective lists of State and society publications, 
but even more to outlining his already suggested 
plan of a ‘‘General catalogue of American pub- 
lications of the nineteenth century.”” We shall 
not notice this here, referring all inquirers to the 
preface for the outline, but we shall make it the 
subject of a future article for the JoURNAL, when 
we hope to do justice to the subject. 

P. L. F. 


Ames, J: G., comp. List of Congressional doc- 
uments from the fifteenth to the fifty-first 
Congress, and of Government publications con- 
taining debates and proceedings of Congress 
from the first to the fifty-first Congress, to- 
gether with miscellaneous lists of public docu- 
ments, with historical and bibliographical 
notes. Wash., D. C., Government Printing 
Office, 1892, 120 p, O. pap. 


One of the most valuable contributions to 
governmental bibliography is the new “ List of 
Congressional documents,” etc., which is the 
latest work of Mr. John G. Ames, Superinten- 
dent of Documents, Department of the Interior, 
making a new proof of his indefatigable work in 
the direction of bettering government bibliog- 
raphy and the system of control of public docu- 
ments. For the first time there is in print a clean 
and weil-organized list of Congressional docu- 
ments from the fifteenth to the fifty-first Con- 
gress, inclusive. It is closely in line with the 
method adopted for the similar list in the ap- 
pendixes of the ‘‘ American Catalogue,” not at- 
tempting an analysis of the individual volumes, 
except where they contain not more than three 
separate papers. The documents of the first 
fourteen Congresses are not included for the 
reason, as explained in the preface, that the State 
papers or documents of the Senate and House of 
Representatives for that period have not been 
published in such form that a satisfactory list of 
volumes can be given. Following this list is a 
second one of the debates and proceedings of 
Congress from the first to the fifty-first Congress, 
inclusive, as found in the Annals of Congress, the 
Register of Debates, the Congressional Globe, and 
the Congressional Record, another exceedingly 
valuable list, well and compactly arranged. 
Finally, the publication includes a very clear 
statement as to the more important ‘‘ Miscellane- 
ous series of public documents” issued by the sev- 
eral departments, including such publications as 
the American archives, American State papers, 
consular reports, census reports, and explorations 
and surveys —to mention only those the bibliog- 
raphy of which has been in most confusion and 
as to which a key is most desirable. 

This document should be at the service of 
readers in every library of importance, and in the 
name of the profession we take the liberty of ex- 
tending most cordial thanks to Mr. Ames for this 
really valuable work, the difficulty and importance 
of which can only be realized by those who have 
endeavored heretofore to thread the labyrinth of 
Government issues, R. R. B 


KIMBALL, ARTHUR R. Report of the State Li- 
brarian to the New Hampshire Legislature for 
the year ending October 1, 1891, being the 
twenty-second annual report of the librarian 
under the act approved July 3, 1866. Con- 
cord, Ira C. Evans, Public Printer, 1892. 


343 p. O. 

In the appendix of this report Mr. Kimball 
carries on and extends the admirable work he 
has already done in the way of cataloging and 
classifying the State publications of New Hamp- 
shire, and clearly presents much valuable and 
interesting information. The appendix covers 
more subjects than has been heretofore attempted, 
and occupies 271 p. as against 117 in the report 
for 1890. The list of the official publications of 
the State up to 1889 as given in the previous report 
is extended to 1891; space is devoted to the special 
publications of depaitments, and publications re- 
printed by the State Library during 1891, and 
there is a complete indexed list of reports of de- 
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partments, 1822-1891, alphabetically arranged 
according to departments in tabulatedform. The 
chronological check-list of New Hampshire laws 
from 178g is extended to 1891 as is the table of 
sessions of the Legislature, and a list of the 
earliest New Hampshire laws from 1699 to 1780 
is given, with direct transcriptions of title-pages 
and brief descriptive notes, taken from the cata- 
log of the Charlemagne Tower Collection of 
American Colonial Laws. A brief article is de- 
voted to the growth and present condition of the 


New Hampshire State Library, with lists of the | 


trustees and the librarians since 1866, The New 
Hampshire library laws, and complete tables of 
the statistics of public libraries in New Hampshire 
are clearly presented. ‘The list of regimental 


histories is slightly extended, and the acts and | ; . 
resolves relative to regimental histories are in- | 7745 titles and 614 pagesto catalog, tell their own 


cluded. There isalso a full alphabetical list of 
the historical and statistical publications of New 
Hampshire prior to 1860, with descriptive notes 
and list of New Hampshire authors, and a 
catalog of the publications issued from 1859-91, 
now contained in the State Library. A list of the 
State and Territorial librarians of the U. S. is 
also given. One of the most valuable articles in 
the appendix is the alphabetical index, compiled 
by Joseph B. Walker, of the historical matter 
contained in the New Hampshire Registers of 
1772-1892, in the Political Manuals, 1857-72, 
and in the Peoples’ Handbooks for 1874,°76 and 
77, with brief biographical sketches of the com- 
pilers. The appendix concludes with the con- 
stitution and list of officers of the New Hamp- 
shire Library Association. H. 
Law Lrprary BuLLeTIN of the State University 
of Iowa, No. 2: [containing] Historical Bibli- 

ography of the Statute Law of Iowa. By T. L. 

Cole, Iowa City. University Print, 1891. 

In our last issue we reviewed a list of the 
State publications of Iowa, and noted in that 
connection that the check-list of laws was practi- 
cally that of Mr. T. L. Cole. There now lies 


before us the original of that list, filling 10 pages 


of the above-mentioned publication. Mr. Cole’s 
name is in itself a voucher as to the performance 
of the work. For many years he has devoted 
almost his entire study to legal literature, and 
more especially to the various State laws. In so 
doing he has not merely dealt with the com- 
mercial side, in supplying series and filling gaps 
in many libraries, but has, as well, made him- 
self an authority on this subject. His notes are 


probably the nearest approach to a bibliography | 


of State laws yet made, and are the result of an 
examination of many thousand volumes. In the 
present list we have one instance of the results 
of thislong study, Of its entire completeness, so 
far as issues and editions go, the reviewer cannot 
vouch, but the evidence of thorough knowledge 


PILLING, James Constantine. Smithsonian Insti- 
tution. Bureau of Ethnology: J. W. Powell, 
Director. Bibliography of the Algonquian 
Languages. Washington, Government Printing 
Office, 1891. 8 + 614 p. O. 

In this volume Mr. Pilling has finished the 
most difficult portion of his bibliographies of In- 
dian languages, of which we have already noticed 
the Esquimauan, Siouan, Iroquian, and Musko- 
geean. Linguistics which were first printed in 
1609; which embrace such widely geographi- 
cally divergent nations as the Massachusetts, 
Ottawa, Illinois, Delaware, Cree, Shawnee, 
Sheyenne and Blackfoot; of which many of the 
volumes are of excessive rarity and which take 


story of the difficulties and labors involved ina 
successful bibliography. And such Mr. Pilling’s 
last list is. Whatever advantages the govern- 
ment support gave in its compilation, and however 
ably assisted Mr. Pilling was by collaborators in 
all parts of the world, it is still a marvellous piece 
of work for one man to put his name to. And 
that he has personally examined 2014 of the titles 
recorded shows alone the care and accuracy with 
which it is compiled. 

In this volume, more than in those which pre- 
ceded it, we find much matter which connects the 
Indian tongues with the better-known American 
literature. The biographies and writings of John 
Eliot, Mayhew, Pierson, Rawson, and others, pre- 
pared for the most part by Mr. Wilberforce 
Eames, of the Lenox Library, are distinct and 
valuable additions to our knowledge of those 
colonial writers, which is further added to by the 
82 fac-similes of title-pages and texts,for the most 
part taken from their works, Indeed this whole 
series, though prepared with but one object, has 
added greatly to our knowledge of American 
literature as a whole, and deserves a place on the 
shelves of all libraries under that heading, Of 
method of arrangement and future plans we have 
already spoken in the earlier reviews, and there- 
fore it need only be said that the present volume 
is a worthy successor of those already printed. 


PL. F. 


Albany, N. Y. No. 20f v. 10 of Young men’s 
work, Nov. 1891, was a “ library number,” con- 
taining an article by Mr. Frank C. Patten, Con- 
sulting Librarian, from which itappears that 600 v. 


| were added the first year, 800 the second, and it 


and careful work is everywhere apparent. In | 


all, some 60 issues are listed, and extracts from 
the laws and notes explain the authority or 
reason for each, wherever necessary. That such 
a list is a desiderata goes without saying, and 
it should be at once secured by every library 
having the slightest pretensions to this class of 
book, P. L. F. 


was hoped that 1000 would be added in 18g1. A 
catalog had been made by volunteer help from 
members of the Library School. The shelvesare 
open to the public. An article on reference- 
books gives 20 questions, with references to the 
books in which answers can be found. Inno. 7 
is another article by Mr. Patten, Three years of 
library development, and the report of the library 
committee. Added ggo; total 3600; issued 4729 
to 678 users (fict. 72%). 


Bangor (Me.) P. L. Added 1510; total 31,029; 
issued 72,674 (fict. and juv. 49,931). 
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“ As to-day is the fifth anniversary of our use 
of the Dewey system of classification and num- 
bering, perhaps it may not be amiss to state our 
entire satisfaction with the system. The advan- 
tage of having books classified can be fully ap- 
preciated only by those familiar with library 
work, 

**We were very fortunate in selecting the 
Dewey system in preference to others, because it 
is so simple that it is readily learned, The fact 
that we have had within the five years three new 
assistants totally unfamiliar with any kind of li- 
brary work, and four substitutes, two of whom 
are still pupils in our public schools, to whom the 
system gave no trouble, is proof of its simplicity. 

‘* The numbers fix themselves readily in one’s 
memory without giving any thought to it. It is 
easy to remember the number of any division or 
subdivision which is often called for, whereas, by 
our old system of accession numbers, one was 
obliged to learn the location of the books, and if 
the position was changed the book could not be 
readily found unless the number was given. 

‘* Tae combination of the Cutter symbols with 
the Dewey classification has also proved entirely 
satisfactory. Not only are we thus enabled to 
keep all books of an author, on any subject, to- 
gether (which was our principal reason for using 
them), but slips can be arranged much more ac- 
curately and quickly by their use. 

** We have used the classification with all the 
subdivisions. Some librarians, who have had no 
experience with long book numbers, have asked 
if they are readily understood by children and the 
comparatively uneducated. I would like all who 
doubt the satisfactory working of the system, 
with all its subdivisions making sometimes long 
book numbers, to see some call slips made out by 
children under ten years of age in our reading- 
room.” 


Bensonhurst, N. Y. The Bensonhurst Club 
has instituted a literary and library department 
and arranged for fitting up a reading-room and li- 
brary, which will be made as attractive as possi- 
ble. Several donations of books have been of- 
fered, and the library will, in all probability, be a 
circulating one. 


Boston, Mass. Gen. Theological L. Added 
10; total 15,725; membership 1140; receipts 
15,445; expenditures $14,917. The poet Whit- 
tier has presented a complete set of his works to 
the library. During the past year the library 
books have circulated in 78 towns and villages in 
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, and Massa- 
chusetts, and in 505 towns and villages in 12 
States since the library organization was made. 
The directors, members, and friends of the li- 
brary issued on April 14 a vigorous protest 
against the proposed location of a city hall just 
east of the state house, on the grounds that the 
library has already been compelled to give up 
two valuable buildings, especially adapted by lo- 
cation to its wants, for municipal purposes ; that 
its present site was purchased two years ago at 
heavy expense and adapted to the uses of the in- 
stitution; that a change of location would entail 
great expenditure, with the probability of inferior 


accommodation; and finally, that the good work 
done by the library should entitle it to some con- 
sideration, 


Boston. N. EE. Hist. Geneal. Society L. Added 
in 2 years 682; total about 24,000. The Proceed- 
ings at the annual meeting Jan. 6, 1892, contain 
(pp. 25-39) a report of the retiring librarian, the 
Rev. Ezra Hoyt Byington, D.D., making nu- 
merous suggestions, and (pp. 18 — 24), the coun- 
cil’s introductory note to the report of the li- 
brarian, which contests some of his statements. 
At the monthly meeting of March 2, Dr. Bying- 
ton read a reply which fills over a column in the 
Boston 7ranscript of March 3. 


Brookline (Mass.) P. L. (35th rept.) Added 
1179; total 37,477; home use 50,731; lib. use 13,- 
094. A comfortable and attractive reading-room 
bas been built. A type-written card catalog has 
been completed, and about half the cards have 
been revised, outside of library hours, by the li- 
brarian. Another card catalog has been prepared 
for the use of young people to save the general 
catalog from wear. 


Brooklyn Library. Annual meeting was held 
April 1; added 5406; donated 798 volumes, 1433 
pamphlets, 2824 periodicals, etc.; total 13,251; 
circulation 97,208, being an increase of 2176 over 
1890; total income $25,345; expenditures $23,- 
732; membership, March 1, 2856. The use of 
the reading-room has been greater than in any 
previous year; average Sunday attendance 68.8. 
The amount expended for books was $7262. 


Brooklyn (N. Y.) L. for the Blind. A free cir- 
culating library for the blind was opened April 
6 in the old Sunday-school room of the Church 
of the Messiah, on Greene and Clermont Ave- 
nues, under the auspices of Mizpah Circle for the 
Blind. The library has from 150 to 200 volumes 
printed in the raised letters used for reading by 
the fingers, and it will be open every Wednesday 
afternoon from 4 to § o'clock. The books may 
be taken on the same vouchers and cards required 
by any free library. There are said to be about 
one thousand blind persons in the city, of whom 
about two-thirds have been taught to read, more 
or less, with their fingers, and about two hun- 
dred are expected to become patrons of this li- 
brary, which is the third of its kind in the United 
States. 

** What are the more popular works with the 
blind ?” was asked of the librarian. 

** Well,” she replied, ‘‘ it may seem strange, 
but we have three calls for the Bible to one for 
any other book. Next to that novels are mostly 
indemand, Young men take more kindly to 
tales of travel and the trials of well-known men 
who have made their names famous. It is sad to 
see these poor, helpless, sightless people, but it is 
pleasant to know that we can, with the aid of this 
library, do much to lighten their life and reduce 
the weight of their affliction.” 

** How many daily visitors do you have ?” 

“About thirty-five if it is pleasant, and less 
than half that number if the day is stormy. 
Thus far we have had room enough for all, but 
sometimes there are not enough Bibles to go 
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round. We have only three of them, but more 
have been promised us,” 

The idea of the library originated with Rev. 
Charles R. Baker, of the Church of the Messiah, 
who gives much of his time and attention in per- 
sonally superintending it, and says that if he had 
the means he would establish similar libraries in 
all parts of the country. The enterprise has en- 
tailed an expense of $6250, and about $4000 a 
year will be needed to maintain it. 


Chicago. Newberry L. Hereafter the New- 
berry Library, instead of being managed by two 
trustees, will be carried on by the Newberry Li- 
brary Association, a corporate board appointed 
by the surviving trustee, Mr. E. W. Blatchford. 
Under the will the management of the library 
was left to the two trustees of the estate, Judge 
Skinner and Mr. Blatchford. The former re- 
signed in 1871, and the late William H. Bradley 
was chosen his successor. He and Mr, Blatch- 
ford realized the necessity of having a perpetual 
body to administer the affairs of the library, and 
secured the passage by the last Legislature of a 
bill authorizing the organization of such a body. 
Articles of incorporation were issued April 13 to 
the Newberry Library at Chicago. As formal 
transfer by Mr. Blatchford to the new corporation 
of all property belonging to the estate will now 
be necessary before the corporation will be en- 
abled to take up the administration of the trust, 
this transfer is expected to be made as soon as the 
necessary papers can be prepared. 

At the death of Mr. Newberry the estate 
amounted to about $2,500,000, out of which the 
widow received absolutely one-third of the per- 
sonal property. At the period of distribution 
the estate amounted to nearly $5,000,000. The 
half of the estate belonging to the library has 
now been increased to nearly $3,000,000. The 
building now being erected on the North Side is 
to cost $500,000. 


Chicago P. L. Agrave difficulty has presented 
itself to the Building Committee and City Li- 
brary Board in the unsuitable character of the 
Public Library site. The soil is very soft as far 
down as sixty feet, and will not justify the laying 
of heavy foundations without expensive piling 
and extensive use of beton and concrete. From 
the present indications it will be necessary 
to drive piles over the whole site, and they will 
have to be the longest that can be got. 


Davenport, Ia. Grant L. The committee 
of the Bar Association of Scott Co. appointed 
at the meeting of Oct. ro last to organize and in- 
corporate a library association reported the 
work done. 114 shares of $50 each had been 
subscribed for by the lawyers of Davenport and 
a few outside friends who had manifested an in- 
terest in the project, and 19 shares had been placed 
in Rock Island. This made a total of $6500 
that could be considered as raised, exclusive of a 
subscription of at least $500 and possibly more, 
promised by Judge Dillon. No subscriptions 
had been solicited from the business men of the 
city, but the committee felt that it had received 
all the help from the legal fraternity that could 
be forthcoming. 
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Dover (N. H.) P. L. (oth rpt.) Added 1475 
v. and pm. ; total 16,077 v. and pm.; ref. use 
8200; home use 55,201. The library has been 
moved to new rooms, which have been found 
very pleasant, giving more space, There were 
many visitors at the very first, reception day 
bringing more than 500 persons, But since that 
time the number is about the same as in the old 
rooms, some weeks even a little less. For the 
moving tO men and 3 express wagons were em- 
ployed, beginning Dec. 8. The books were 
moved in regular order, and on Dec. 12, having 
been closed to the public two days, the library 
was opened in the new rooms, 


Dubugue, Ia. Young Men's L. A. Added 
973; total 14,271 ; issued 25,023 (fict. 19,067); 
receipts $3136.80; expenses $2457.51. The as- 
sociation is not yet in a position to erecta library 
building, as was hoped. 


East Hartford, Conn. Raymond L. Receipts 
$899.65 ; expenses $603.96. 


Elizabeth (N. J.) P. L. The new books pur- 
chased for the library were exhibited in the read- 
ing-room on Monday, April 18, during the after- 
noon and evening. 


Fall River (Mass.) P. L. (32d rpt.) Added 
2223; total 39,000; issued 93,882 v. and 46,824 
periodicals. 


Fitchburg (Mass.) P. Z. Any user of the li- 
brary has the privilege of sending in a list of 
books they wish to have purchased to the Secre- 
tary of the Committee on Books. A blank- 
book has been placed on the delivery counter 
at the library, in which users of the library 
are requested to write any suggestions for its 
better management, any inquiries concerning 
special topics for reading, or suggestions for any 
new books that may be desired. 


Gilford, N.#H. At theregular spring electicn 
the town voted to accept the provisions of the 
recent State Library law by which the State pro- 
vides about $100 worth of books to start a town 
library. It was also voted to accept the library 
of the Gilford Library Association, and to raise 
$500 to maintain the library for the first year. 
The Gilford Library Association will turn over its 
library of about 600 volumes tothe town. Mr, 
C: Locke, Mr. L. M. Gould, and Dr. H: Tucker 
were chosen as trustees for terms of one, two, 
and three years respectively. 


Gilpin L. Fund. Judge Penrose, in the Or- 
phans’ Court, Philadelphia, on April 4, made final 
distribution of the estate of Henry D, Gilpin, 
formerly Attorney-General of the United States. 
There has been distribution amongst the heirs 
and many institutions out of the funds of the 
estate at sundry times. The balance remaining 
was but $810, which was awarded, $270 each, to 
the trustees of the Gilpin Library, Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania, the trustees of the 
Gilpin Gallery, Pennsylvania Academy of the 
Fine Arts, and the trustees of the Gilpin Library 
of the Chicago Historical Society. 


Harlem(N. Y.) Law Library. First annual 
meeting was held April 11. The organization 
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has had a flourishing career since its inauguration ; 
it has now 125 members on the roll, is not only 
free of debt but has a respectable sum to its 
credit in bank, and possesses a library of 1500 
works. Expenditures for the year, $5688.66. 


Hartford (Conn.) P. LZ. The new public li- 
brary building is rapidly approaching completion, 
the outside work, with the exception of the re- 
laying of the north wall of the old building, is all 
completed, and the inside work, with the exception 
of the minor details, nearly alldone. The library 
on the upper floor, will afford shelf-room for 
32,000 volumes, with available space for 15,000 
more. Every detail for the successful display, 
storing, and examination of the books has been 
anticipated, and the most modern designs in ac- 
cessories have been secured. 

To the south of the library proper is the ex- 
tension containing the stack-room and the vaults. 
The latter are the largest and most convenient 
and best lighted of any in the city. They are 
five in number, arrangedjone above the other, and 
will have Herring patent vault doors. There is 
a lift between the two buildings for carrying 
books or other merchandise from the basement 
to any floor. The Historical Society will occupy 
the portion of the building formerly used by the 
Watkinson Library. In the front of the building 
are the picture gallery and reading-room. 

The entire north wall of Glastonbury granite 
will be taken down and relaid, with new win- 
dows placed therein to afford more light to the 
reading-room. The work is being pushed as 
rapidly as possible, and will be completed very 
soon. 


Jersey City (N. J.) P. LZ. In March 35,317 
volumes were taken from the library for home 
reading (fict. and juv. 20,875), and the total circula- 
tion since July 6, 1861, when the library was first 
opened for free use by the public, has been 
203,339 volumes. 


Key West (Fla.) L. Association. March 25 
20 persons adopted a constitution, in which the 
objects were stated to be to maintain a library 
and reading-room, to furnish instructive and im- 
proving literature, to furnish literary and scien- 
tific lectures, and other means of improving the 
moral and intellectual improvement of the city ; 
life membership was put at $50, annual member- 
ship at $10, entrance ($1 for women) and $3 an- 
nual fee. At a meeting held Aprils the mem- 
bership had increased to 75 and about $1800 had 
been secured. A good Board of Directors was 
elected. 


Los Angeles (Cal.) P. L. The library has ex- 
hibited in the reading-room a choice collection 
of 35 engravings, under the auspices of the Rus- 
kin Club, which is endeavoring to raise funds to 
purchase the collection as the nucleus of an art 
gallery. 

Lowell, Mass. Middlesex Mechanics’ Assoc. 
Added 732; total 21,985; issued 832 more than 
last year, with a smaller percentage of fiction. 

Miss A. L. Sargent, the librarian, got up a 
successful entertainment for the benefit of the 
library, readings by F. Hopkinson Smith and T: 


Nelson Page. About $40 were netted in spite of 
a pouring rain. 


Lynn (Mass.) P. L. (29th rpt.) Added 1733; 
total 44,521; home use 113,548; lib. use 19,454. 
A new building is called for. 


Malden (Mass.) P. LZ. (t4th rpt.) Added 
2033; total 19,757; issued 70,064 (fict. 76.54 %). 

“Our collection of pamphlets, which had 
grown to be a mass of questionable value, has 
been carefully cleared of worthless matter and 
duplicates, and arranged in wrappers for ready 
reference. It has been the rule of the library to 
treat as volumes pamphlets of a useful or in- 
teresting character, which is the surest method 
of bringing them into use. It was found that 
we could bring together a complete set of Mal- 
den town and city documents, which, with two 
volumes of Maldeniana, is now properly bound 
for preservation. Our bound Malden and other 
newspapers have been arranged and catalogued, 
and are now in order for reference.” 

The trustees look forward to printing a cata- 
log; “‘in the mean time the card catalogue, 
which will furnish copy for the new catalogue, 
is being carefully examined and extended. In 
this work the use of that modern necessity, the 
typewriter, has been found most helpful. All 
cards are now printed in neat and legible type, 
and the same means is used in preparing bul- 
letins and notices for the reading-room and copy 
for the printer. The typewriter is a most im- 
portant helper for a busy librarian, as it per- 
forms its work in the neatest and most expe- 
ditious manner. The card catalogue consists of 
48,087 cards. 

** Sunday opening has been agitated to some 
extent for several years. In 1886 a motion 
in its favor was introduced by a member of 
the board and referred to a special com- 
mittee, which, in a report based upon the ex- 
perience of other cities and towns, declared 
that the measure was inexpedient. The next 
year a petition was improperly presented to 
the City Council and rejected, in view of the 
report of the committee of the trustees just men- 
tioned. In October of the present year peti- 
tions signed by 265 citizens were brought before 
the board, asking ‘that the reading-room and 
art gallery of the public library be open to the 
public on some portion of each Sunday.’ After 
a sufficient notice given in the local papers, a 
public hearing was had, to which remonstrants 
as well as petitioners were invited. At this 
hearing several ladies and gentlemen gave rea- 
sons for the proposed opening, but no remon- 
strants appeared. An immediate action was pre- 
vented by circumstances; but the delay, although 
the incidents of the hearing were fully reported, 
failed to bring forward anything in the nature 
of objections, beyond a single anonymous com- 
munication. It thus appeared to the board that, 
although the desire for Sunday opening might 
not be of the extent and importance which its 
friends represented, there was a strong wish for 
it in the minds of some who were urgent in its 
presentation, and that an opposition did not 
exist, or if it did, it was not of sufficient strength 
to develop itself. Correspondence with officers 
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of other libraries showed a lack of uniformity | 


in the results of similar openings, they being 
total failures in some places and absolute suc- 
cesses in others. In some libraries they have 


been abandoned, and in others they have not | 


been tried, as no public interest exists in their 
favor. 

** Under these circumstances a majority of the 
board is unable to see in the subject more than 
a proposed experiment, the success or failure of 
which can only be known by actual trial. As 
public opinion, so far as it has expressed itself, 
is pronounced in its favor, the board has voted 
to open the reading-rooms and art gallery during 
the hours of 1 to 9g p.m. on Sundays, provided 
the City Council in its appropriation shall grant 
a sum sufficieut to defray the cost of the extra 
service and expense necessary for that purpose. 
It is proposed to try the experiment for twelve 
months,” 

Marquette (Mich.) P. Ll. The library has 
been designated, with the Detroit P. L. and the 
University library at Ann Arbor, as a repository 
for all governinent publications. 


Middlefield, Conn. Judge Levi E. Coe, of the 
Meriden City and Police Court, announces that 


he will erect a $20,000 public library building at | 


Middlefield, his native home. The site has al- 
ready been purchased. It is adjoining St. Paul's 
Episcopal Church, and the location is one of the 
most desirable in the town. 


Montclair, N. J]. Atacitizens’ meeting, held 
April 5, the Town Committee was authorized to 
direct the assessors to put in the tax levy a tax 
of one-third of a mill on every dollar of assess- 
able property, to be applied for the maintenance 
of afree public library. Such a tax will raise 
about $1700 for the purpose. 


Natick, Mass. Morse Institute. 
total 16,293; lib. use 763; home use 
(fict. and juv. 76.56 £). 

‘The editors of the three local papers pub- 
lish the title list of new books as soon as they 
are ready for circulation, 

* The method adopted of purchasing bocks 
once a month is universally appreciated. 

‘*It is inconvenient to look through the cata- 
logue and ten annual supplements to find a 
desired book. 

‘*The card catalogue needs making over. 
Many of the cards are missing, and nine-tenths 
badly worn or soiled. 


Added 361; | 
26,933 | 
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quired to make a deposit of five (5) dollars with 
the librarian, who shall deduct therefrom the 
sum of fifty (So) cents per month for the home 
use of books, the balance to be returned to the 
person making the deposit. 

Books can be renewed without bringing them 
to the library; the user simply sending notice of 
the wish to have his book renewed. 

Arrangements have also been made so that 
any book outside of fiction might be reserved on 
payment of two cents, cust of postal-card. 

Delivery stations, too, have been established 
for the benefit of the people. 

While all these means have not added to the 
circulation, they have served to keep the library 
before the people, and shown them that the 
trustees are ever working in the interest of the 
library users, 

“The trustees invited the teachers to inspect 
the library, and on several Mondays and Wednes- 
days in March and April the library-room was 
given over to them after 8:30 p.m., and their 
appreciation well repaid the courtesy shown. On 
one evening over 50 teachers availed themselves 
of the privilege of wandering among the alcoves 
and personally learning the contents of the 
shelves and the resources of the institution. 
That these visits were advantageous alike to 
teachers and pupils is shown in the fact that 
more volumes have been taken out on teachers’ 
cards and more of the latter have been issued 
to those who previously knew nothing of the 
extra privileges allowed to teachers to help them 
in their work of educating the young, Children 
trained early to the intelligent use of books in 
the preparation of themes and compositions 
will find the library of lasting use, and an in- 
creasing source of profit and pleasure as they 
grow older. 

‘*In the bindery, 1333 books have been re- 
bound in the old covers, 2070 books have been 
bound and rebound in buffing, 81 books have 
been bound ina better quality of leather at an 


| average cost of about 27 cents.” 


“The benefit of the library could be greatly | 


increased by establishing delivery stations in the 
subarbs.” 

New Britain, Conn, Institute Library. Added 
607; issued 8742, a gain of 291 over last year. 
Alterations have been made in the library and its 
capacity extended; the Library Committee report 


history of the Institute. 


Newark (N. J.) P. L. Added 8218; total 
31,066; issued 306,070, of which 8008 were sent 
through 9 delivery stations (fict. 244,039). 

Readers have been benefited by the following 
regulations: Temporary residents shall be re- 


Newport, R. I. Kedwood L. (1g1st 
Added 1071; total 36,291; home use 11 

‘* Most of the books issued from this library 
during the past twelve months are works which 
have been published during the year. There 
is very little call, except perhaps among novels 
for books over two years old, and almost no 
call, unless by students, for books published five 
or more years ago. Hence it is evident that the 
supply of new books, and new books in all de- 
partments of literature to suit the various tastes 
of readers, must be kept up if the library is to 
maintain its standard of circulation.” 


N. Y. Apprentices’ L. Added 3477; total 
99,374; home use 233,549 (fict. and juv. 179,- 
698); lib, use 4172; lost 1 v. to every 19,4624 


rpt.) 


29 


| circulated, 
the last year as one of the most successful in the | 


New York Mercantile L. 
6364 ; total 


(71st rpt.) Added 
239,793; issued, home use 161,208, 
lib. use 24,562; membership 5273. Receipts 
$29,369.43; expenditures $25,464.50. The at- 
tendance in the reading-room during the last 
eight months was 24,479, and the uptown branch 
of the library, in Fifth Ave., circulated 20,438 
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books. The Mercantile Library Association has 
decided to remove its down-town branch, on the 
1st of May, to the arcade of the Equitable Life 
Building, where there will be no reading-room, 
but only a station for the exchange of books. 
The directors assert that this measure is rendered 
necessary by the steady decline of the business 
of the branch, which they say has been run ata 
loss for years. 

This decision has been strongly opposed by 
many business men who are members of the 
library, and it is reported that an attempt is to 
be made to raise money enough by subscriptions 
to keep the down town branch in active opera- 
tion, as heretofore, without either surrendering 
the reading-room or discontinuing the circula- 
tion of books. 


Newton (Mass.) F. P. L. Added 2113; total 
34,730; borrowers 10,615; agency distribution 
53,883; school use 6635; total issue 105,988 
(fict. 61.81 

‘* A very important work of the year has been 
the publication of a new catalogue of the li- 
brary, prepared on the dictionary plan, which is 
found to be the most convenient for practical 
use. The entire building was wired and equipped 
with incandescent electric lights, which we find 
to be a great improvement over gas. The 
air through the library is very much better, 
especially so during the warm weather.” 


North Adams (Mass.) P. L. Added 1199; 
total 11,769; issued 62,524, (fict. 54.19 %); turn- 
over 6.8; 3.9 books loaned for every resident — 
a good showing. The whole income comes from 
the town’s appropriation, which for several years 
has been $4000—i.¢., 25 cents for each resident. 
The librarian asks how many other towns or 
cities grant so much for their free library. 
Boston appropriates about $150,000, which, reck- 
oning the inhabitants at 450,000, is 33 cts. a head. 


Norwalk, Conn. Library Corporation. The 
library has removed into its new rooms. 


Peabody, Mass. Peabody Institute, (40th rpt.) 
Added 689; total 30,075; issued 34,930 (fict. and 
juv. 70%). Tothe Eben Dale Sutton Reference 
Library 4 volumes were added and 274 consulted; 
the number of visitors was 1190. 

The committee says: ‘‘ Without money and 
without price, without a feather’s weight of bur- 
den to the anxious taxpayer, here, in these cheer- 
ful rooms, are gathered ail the stores of mind 
and brain which earth’s brightest sons have pro- 
duced. Throughout the period of commercial 
gloom which we have passed, the Peabody In- 
stitute has been the bright spot in our midst. 
The historian, the poet, the novelist, the traveller, 
and the scientist — all find here a restful recep- 
tacle,and each waits for his sympathetic disci- 
ples, Let us hope that no specious scheme in the 
name of sordid economy will ever curtail its 
generous provisions or place a burden on its use- 
fulness. ‘ Vampire literature’ is easily avoided. 
But there is another evil which we all recognize 
and which is happily disappearing. It is the evil 
of the underbred book, whose bad example and 
vulgar ideals are more likely to be imitated than 


to be avoided. We are sensible of the number 
of young persons, physically undeveloped, who 
are suffering for want of proper nutriment, 
but we take little note of the many who are 
afflicted with intellectual anemia from a thin 
diet of underbred literature. Let it be always 
understood that fiction has its position, honorably 
earned and firmly fixed for all time to come. 
Blessed be the genius that gave to the world 
Micawber and Sancho Panza and Dalgetty. They 
are as much a part of human existence as is Roger 
Bacon or King Arthur. But there is a class of 
dubious novels which retail the scenes and ac- 
tions of the fashionable set which hangs around 
the doubtful edge of foreign nobility, with which 
we have been flooded. Fortunately our library 
has but few of these,” 

Pennsylvania State L., Harrisburg. Added 
4055; estimated total 88,000. The library being 
overcrowded, the galleries dangerously over- 
weighted with books, and the electric wires bad- 
ly insulated, the librarian calls for a new fire-proof 
building. 

Philadelphia, Pa. The recent offer made by 
the Wagner Free Institute of Science to the 
Board of Education of rooms for the establish- 
ment of a public library, was accepted by the Li- 
brary Committee of the Board of Education on 
April tr. The appropriation for this library is 
about $5000. The sub-committee appointed to 
draw up rules and regulations for the govern- 
ment of the public libraries to be organized under 
the direction of the Board of Education handed 
in their report, which was recommended for 
adoption, It was provided that the libraries be 
free to all persons in Philadelphia over 12 years 
old, and that the hours be from 9g a.m. to Io 
p.m. The circulating department will be closed 
at 9 p.m. 

Edward Rich, an intelligent-looking and neatly- 
dressed young man, who says he comes from 
Boston, and is 22 years old, effected an entrance 
into the Philadelphia Library branch building, 
at Juniper and Locust Streets, shortly before 2 
o’clock on the morning of April 27, by breaking 
a pane and climbing through the window on 
Juniper Street into the first floor. He pried open 
the cash-drawer, and in doing so started the 
burglar-alarm, which communicated with the 
apartment of the janitor on an upper floor of the 
building. The janitor and his son were roused 
and succeeded in summoning a policeman, who 
arrested Rich. When asked why he had broken 
into the library, he is said to have replied: “I 
had four alternatives before me — to beg, steal, 
starve, or commit suicide. They're all crimes, 
but I chose the lesser evil.” He was recognized 
as having been a constant attendant at the library 
for several weeks past and said he was an artist 
by profession. He was committed to answer the 
charge of burglary. The police believe that he 
was impelled to make the attempt to rob the 
library by pressure of poverty and want of em- 
ployment. He appeared to be intelligent and 
well educated. 

Pittsburg, Pa. Carnegie F. L. Librarian W: 
M. Stevenson was re-elected by the Alleghany 
Library Committee on April 18, the term to run 
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two years. The much-talked-of opposition did not 
materialize, as the other contestants for the po- 
sition were withdrawn. 

The Library Committee met on the afternoon 
of April 19, and after a long session, during 
which the revised working plans were examined, 
turned over to the Building Committee the whole 
responsibility of approving the architect’s plans, 
arrangement of location and construction of the 
building, and selecting the materials to be used. 
It is believed that the excavations and founda- 
tions will be done before winter comes. 


Pittsburg, Pa. Carnegie L. BRUNNER & TRYON, 
architects, Competitive design for the library. 
(Jn Amer. archit., Apr. 23.) — PALLISER, G: 
Competitive design. (/n the same.) 


Portland (Ore.) L. A. The stonework on 
building belonging to the Portland Library 
sociation is completed; carpenters are now 
gaged on the interior woodwork. It was the 
expectation of the association to be able to oc- 
cupy its new building by the last of May, but 
from present indications this cannot be done un- 
til late in the summer, if indeed then. 


Rutland (Vt.) F. L. Added 751; total 6866; 
circulated 36,909; receipts $3633.01 ; expendi- 
tures $3607.50. The library has received gifts 
of some reference-books from Reuben Ross, of 
New York, some individual donations of books, 
and a collection of butterflies from Don Fran- 
cisco, 

In memory of Theo L. Smith, who died eight 
years ago, her father, Warren H. Smith, has 
given $1000 to the library, to. be invested and 
known as the ‘‘ Theo L. Smith Fund.” The 
books purchased with the annual income of the 
sum will bear a fac-simile of Theo’s autograph. 


San Francisco. Merc. L. Assoc. (39th rpt.) 
Added 1665; total 61,825; issued 18,392. 

‘** Obliged to vacate our old building before the 
new was ready, the books were moved and stored 
in temporary structures erected on the floor in 
our new building. To the temporary headquar- 
ters were taken all of the current magazines and 
newspapers, together with aselection of reference 
works and our class of travels, which was in 
progress of reclassification. This room has been 
open to the public as a reading-room. New 
books have been purchased quite liberally, and 
these, with the others on the shelves, have been 
accessible and issued, as desired, to our mem- 
bers. 

‘The removal was begun June 6, and in five 
days the entire collection of 60,000 volumes was 
carefully and safely housed. 

“ As was anticipated, we have lost some sub- 
scribers by our removal, and, having so little at 
hand to offer, have added but few new ones, 
The patronage in our temporary quarters has 
been very light, but this, to compensate, has 
furnished us the opportunity to prosecute ali the 
more rapidly the work of reclassification begun 
with the year. The progress is a slow one at 
best, and but little progress can be made in the 
broken moments snatched from the ordinary 
busy service of a library. It consists, in brief, 
for each individual volume, of the following op- 
erations, viz.: 1st, assignment in place in the clas- 
sification ; 2d; assignment of book number ; 3d, 


the 
As- 


en- 


entry in accession register; 4th, card to be made 


for shelf list; sth, cards to be made for cata- 
logue ; and, in the case of old works, the addi- 
tional labor of removing the old labels and of 
hunting up and changing all of the original cata- 
logue entries. During the year all new books 
received have been given the new classification. 
These number 1665. In addition to these we 
have changed 2231 volumes from the old system 
to the new.” 


San Francisco. State L. The library has re- 
ceived a proposition from the Bancroft-Whitney 
Company for the purchase of all of the duplicate 
California Reports, but the price was considered 
too low, and the proposition was not accepted. 
A printed list of 500 titles has been prepared of 
works relative to California not now in the li- 


| brary. Copies of the list will be sent to dealers 


| in various parts of the country with requests that 


they make proposals for supplying the volumes 
wanted, The trustees will purchase the manu- 
script compiled by W. J. Davis, containing all 
notices relative to the discovery of gold in Cali- 


| fornia, and will arrange to publish Mr. Davis’ 


‘* Political history,” containing the proceedings 


| of all political bodies of State importance, since 


the organization of the State to 1884. 


Saugus (Mass.) F. P. L. The free delivery of 
books to Cliftondale was begun April 20. Cata- 
logues, library slips, and delivery cards are sup- 
plied from the post-office, which is used as a 
receiving and delivery station, and lists of recent 


| additions in convenient form are also furnished, 


The library slips and cards are left once a week 


| at the post-office before 2 p.m., and the books are 


ready for distribution at 5 p.m. 
Southbridge (Mass.) P. LZ. Added 568; total 
14,307; issued 16,760 (fict. and juv. 65.15 @), 
‘All persons who are seeking information 


| upon special subjects are permitted to come free- 


ly to the shelves, and are given such assistance as 
it is in our power to render. We have found but 
one serious objection to this method, and that is 
the confusion resulting from so many at the 
shelves during our busy hours. Hence we have 
withdrawn the privilege Sunday evenings, and 
also do not allow free access to the department 
of fiction, It is encouraging to observe how 
much this privilege adds to the real educational 
influence of the library, and also to see that the 
privilege is rarely abused, The usefulness of the 
library will in the coming years be much more 
appreciated as the possibilities of making it so 
are better understood. The privileges granted 
teachers are, as new methods of teaching take 
the place of the old, more highly valued and more 
eagerly sought. The various literary societies 
find in the volumes here that aid in their studies 
and investigations which stimulates to desire for 
more knowledge, and thus it seems that the pub- 
lic library, which in years gone by was consid- 


| ered, except by a few, asa place for obtaining 


reading chiefly for recreation, has become one of 
the educational powers of the day.” 

United States. The Bureau of Education has 
issued acircular of questions with the intention 
of preparing a table of public libraries contain- 
ing 1000 or more volumes, which shall include 
more items than the table in the Report of the 
Bureau for 1884-85. 
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Uxbridge(Mass.) F. P. L. (t2th rpt.) Issued 
6997 (fict. 5431). 

‘** The trial has been made of allowing 6 books 
to each school under the charge of the teacher. 
The teachers that have taken advantage of the’ 
plan speak highly of it. Some 80 books have 
been lent in this way.’ 


Wilmington, Del. Institute Library. Added 


578; total 18,629; circulated 33,169, a decrease | 


of 675 since last year; membership has fallen 
within the year from 686 to 679. The library is 
in good condition, though the effort which was 
made to interest the public schools in the insti 


tute by issuing school-tickets at reduced rates did | 


not bring about as large an increase as was ex- 
pected. 


Wilmington, Del. Shields L. Bids for the 
general contract, steam heating, and electric light 
ing of the new building to be erected by the 
Shields L. A. were opened on April 19. 


Worcester (Mass.) F. P. LZ. (32d rpt.) Added 
4077; total 85,502; home use 129,760; reference 
use 57,059, not including Sunday use 1207 and 
holiday use 454. The new building has proved 
very convenient. The increase in the use of the 
reference department and of the newspaper read- 
ing-room has been very noticeable. An exhibi- 
ion of portraits and two exhibitions of other pict- 
ures have been held in the gallery and were well 
attended. 

FOREIGN. 

Birmingham(Eng.) F. Ls. (30th rpt.) Added 
6155; total 169,230; issued 855,096 (fict. and juv. 
376,857). ‘‘ Three years ago the committce de- 
cided to try the experiment of placing a number 
of dictionaries, directories, encyclopedias, gazet- 
teers, dictionaries of biography, and other works 
much in demand, on shelves within reach cf the 
readers, so that they might be consulted without 
filling up a reader’s ticket. This arrangement 
was so much appreciated that during the year the 
committee have considerably increased the pro- 
vision thus made. The same accommodation, 
although of course on a more limited scale, has 
been given at the branch libraries. The result 
has been that the recorded issues of books do not 
show the same rate of increase as formerly, al- 
though the real usefulness of the libraries has 
been greatly increased.” 


Bristol, Eng. ‘‘ Mr. E. Norris Matthews, late 
assistant librarian of the Birmingham Free Li- 
braries, who is now settled in Bristol, has written 
a pamphlet, entitled ‘ Birmingham and Bristol,’ 
in which he endeavors to stir up the ancient city 
of Bristol to an emulation of the great Midland 
town in the matter of providing a free reference 
library and free museum. ‘ Whilst Bristol,’ he 
writes, ‘ points with mingled feelings of reverence 
and pride to the old churches and almshouses 
erected in the past, the Birmingham citizen of 
to-day points to 4is public buildings, to Ass 
Midland Institute, or Ais Mason College, to Ais 
Aston Hall and grounds, to Ars magnificent art 
gallery and museum, or to Ais matchless refer- 
ence library and central reading-rooms. He 
knows that he has his share in the proprietorship | 
of these noble institutions, with the feeling that 
there is no taint of charity upon them; and that 
artisan or duke, be they similar in literary or ar- 


tistic taste, may alike participate in the manifold 
privileges afforded.’ ” 

Liverpool (Eng.) F. P. L. (39th rpt.) Vols. 
in the reference library 99,064, in the lending 
libraries not stated; issued 1,015,225. ‘* We 
have now complete libraries of all recent works 
on technology at the Central Library and at the 
three branch libraries, and in order to bring 
these books directly under the notice of artisans 
a special catalogue has been printed and distrib- 
uted among the workshops in the city.” 


Manitoba, Can. Provincial Library. Added 
667; total 11,248; pamphlets, etc., added 400; 
total 3918. $3500 was voied for salaries and 
maintenance of the library, reading-room, and 
museum. The library has been materially en- 
larged by exchanges and donations from literary 
and scientific institutions both in Europe and 
America. Donations of minerals and other 
specimens were received from the Survey of 
Canada, and a number of curiosities were added 
to the Indian section of the museum. 
Newington, Eng. RONtTz, Ernest A. Design for 

Public Library. (In Amer. architect, Apr. 9.) 

Sydney (Australia) Mechanics’ School of Arts. 
(58th rpt.) Added 3985 works; total 32,344 
comp'ete works; issued 186,400, including 35 1go 
monthly parts of magazines; Sunday afternoon 
attendance 4518; periodicals and newspapers 
taken 606. “In August last a monthly news- 
paper was issued, with the title of Zhe library, 
and 10,000 copies are distributed gratuitously 
every month. The system of exchange by car- 
rier has been largely availed of in the suburbs, 
over 800 parcels of books having been so de- 
livered. The country membership has also in- 
creased. It may be mentioned that an average 
parcel of books (7 Ib.) can now be sent by train 
for 3d. for each 150 miles up to 300, and all dis- 
tances over 300 miles for g¢. During the past 
twelve months 1044 parcels of books have been 
exchanged by rail. 

** At the last annual meeting a resolution was 
carried cancelling the use of the Reserve Book 
system, and it was therefore discontinued, but so 
much dissatisfaction arose in consequence, and 
the privilege was so constantly called for, that 
your committee decided it was to the interest of 
the institution to re-establish the system, which 
was accordingly done in May last, since which 
time 2100 reserve tickets have been issued. 

‘* The books in the library have been largely 
used, and a cumber of valuable works has been 
added. There were two convictions of persons 
stealing books from the reference library, and 


| in each instance the offender received heavy 


punishment. 

‘The ladies’ reading-room has become in- 
adequate to the demands made upon it, as there 
are now 2432 lady members on the books.” 

Wigan (Eng.) P. L. “ Apropos of the life of 
Mr. Braclaugh, it may be noted that for circulat- 
ing another ‘life’ published in his lifetime he 
threatened the Wigan Public Library with an 
action for libel. The librarian settled the mat- 
ter with an apology and solicitors’ costs amount- 
ing to £5 9s. 2¢. But there remains the ques- 
tion, Is a public library to be amenable to such 
an action? If so, the post of chief librarian will 
be an onerous one indeed.” 


‘ 
} 
| 
| 
a: 


May, 


Librarians. 


Hupson, William H., assistant librarian of 
Cornell University, has been appointed assistant 
professor of English literature in the Leland 
Stanford, Jr., University. Mr. Hudson was at 
one time the private secretary of Herbert Spen- 


cer, and in that capacity was brought into con- | 


tact with many distinguished men of letters in 
England. He has contributed to leading Eng- 
lish and American magazines, and is now just 
completing the manuscript of a somewhat ex- 
tended work on ‘‘ The religious drama in Eng- 
land,” a subject to which he has given much 
attention, and of which there is yet no satisfac- 
tory treatment in English. 


LINDERFELT, K. A:, librarian of the Milwaukee 


Public Library, was arrested April 28 on a charge | 


of embezzling city funds. 
was discovered that Prof. 
turned over some $1800 received by him in 
fines, but he explained that the money had been 
received in small amounts and he had not had 
time to check them up. 
over the amount called for, and his integrity 
continued unchallenged, when a few years ago 
the secretary of the School Board was found to 
have embezzled $50,000, An expert accountant 
was set at work checking up the various city de- 
partments. April 27 this accountant informed 
Mayor Somers that he had found a defalcation 
amounting to $5000, at least, in Prof. Linder- 
felt’s accounts. 

He was called before the Board of Trustees 
and Mayor Somers and asked to explain. He 
admitted the facts, and said he had already 
confessed to one of the board, Mr. William 
Plankinton, but had not 
money was taken, and Mr. Plankinton thought it 
was a misappropriation of fines alone. Dr. 
Linderfelt was taken to the Central Police Sta- 
tion and locked up. As far as can be learned, he 
lived plainly with his wife and four children. 
His friends have raised the sum which he is ac- 
cused of having embezzled, and it is expected 
that he will be released without punishment. 


A few years ago it 


Moore, George Henry, the Superintendent 
of the Lenox Library and a well-known bibliog- 
rapher, died from pneumonia May 5. He was 
engaged in active work at the library until he was 
attacked by sickness a week ago. Mr. Moore 
came of a family of scholars. His father, Dr. 
Jacob B. Moore, was a noted New England editor 
and afterward the librarian of the New York 
Historical Society, in this city. The son was 
born at Concord, New Hampshire, in 1823. He 
entered Dartmouth College at an early age, and 
continued his studies there until he came to New 
York in 1840. He was matriculated at the Uni- 
versity of the City of New York and was grad- 
uated from that institution in 1845 with the 
highest honors. He was then chosen to be pro- 


fessor of law in the university, and his alma mater 
conferred upon him the degree of LL.D. 
a stulent Mr. Moore was assistant librarian to 
his father and succeeded him as librarian in 1849. 
While engaged in this work he cultivated his 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


Linderfelt had not | 


He soon after turned | 


mentioned how the | 


While | 


183 

| tastes for literature and for historical research. 
| For fifty years he was a member of the New York 
Historical Society and one of its most enthusiastic 
| workers, 

Mr. Moore and James Lenox, the founder of 
the Lenox Library, were personal friends. When 
Mr. Lenox was planning the institution which 
bears his name, George Henry Moore was his 
adviser. The collection of the books which were 
the nucleus of the Lenox Library was aided in 
by Mr. Moore. When the library was founded 
| he became its superintendent and had charge of 
| the institution from 1872 until the time of his 
| death. 

Mr. Moore delivered a large number of ad- 
dresses before literary and scientific societies, and 
was the author of about 25 books and pamphlets. 
Among his published works are: “ The Treason 
of Major-General Charles Lee,” ‘‘ The History 
| of Slavery in Massachusetts,” “ Notes upon the 
History of the Old State House in Boston,” 
oe Notes upon the History of Witchcraft in 
| Massachusetts,” ‘‘ History of the Jurisprudence 
|of New York,” ‘‘ Washington as an Angler,” 
|‘* The Employment of Negroes in the Revolu- 


| tionary Army,” and ‘* The Early History of Co- 
| lumbia College.” He made a specialty of the 
study of New England history, and at one time 
he had the most complete collection of the old 
laws of Massachusetts in the country. He gave 
much of his time to the literature of the Colonial 
and Revolutionary periods, and was recognized 
as an authority upon all matters relating to 
books. 

Mr. Moore wasa life member of the New York 
Historical Society, a corresponding member of 
the Massachusetts Historical Society, life mem- 
ber of the American Geographical Society and of 
the Bostonian Society. He was connected with 
| the New England Historic Genealogical Society 
} and the American Antiquarian Society, and was 

a member of the Executive Committee of the New 
| York Historical Society, and for many years a 
member of the Council of the University of the 
City of New York. He leaves a widow and two 
children, 


| Cataloging and Classification. 


The Centralbl. f, Bib. for April was unusually 
practical, having (pp. 172-150) the “ Instruk- 
tion fiir die Herstellung der Zettel des aiphabe- 
tischen Kataloges,” ordained by the govern- 
ment for the Royal Prussian libraries, and (pp. 
180-185) ** Ueber die Verwendung von Schreib- 
maschinen fiir bibliothekarische Katalogisirungs- 
arbeiten, by H: Simon,” 


The Boston P. L. Bulletin for April has Part 
3 of the Histcrical fiction index (6 p.), a list of 
works on Electricity (24 p.), and ‘* Memorandums 
made in a tour of the Eastern States in 1797, by 
Robert Gilmor, of Baltimore, repr. from a ms. 
in the library, with [1g] views from pen sketches 
by the author.” 
| Exton. The London Bookman says: “ The 


sumptucus catalogue of the Elton Library, which 
has been published by Mr. Bernard Quaritch, 
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and in the compiling of which Mr. Alfred Pollard 
has been the constant adviser of the owners, is 
calculated to fill the souls of bibliophiles with 
delight, or to make them green with envy, ac- 
cording to their temperament. Outsiders who 
have the chance of turning over the leaves will 
be struck by the fact that even for a catalogue it 
is an unusually readable book. The descriptive 
notes contain many good things.” 

The HARVARD Univ. Bibliog. con- 
tributions no. 44 is ‘* 8th list of the publications 
of Harvard University,” etc., by W: Hopkins 
Tillinghast, assistant librarian. 

The Jersey City Library record for March 15 
contained the World almanac’s list of the to 
great novels of the world, and a further list of go, 
all with the library call numbers added. 

The Los AncgELEs P. L. bulletin for March has 
a California poetry and fiction list (1 col.). 


FULL NAMES. 
Supplied by Harvard College Library. 


Darlington, Joseph James (A treatise on the law 
of personal property); 

Echols, S: Anthony (American celebrities); 

Henderson, W: James (Preludes and studies); 

Manchester, Daniel Wilbur (Historical sketch of 
the Western Reserve Historical Society); 

Merrill, G: Perkins (Stones for building and 
decoration); . 

Porter, W: Wagener (A treatise on the law of 
bills of lading); 

Prince, J: Tilden (Methods of instruction and 
organization of the schools of Germany); 

Randall, Caleb Dwinell (The fourth international 
prison congress, St. Petersburg, Russia); 

Reily, J: Timon (Passing events in the life of 
Cardinal Gibbons); 

Richardson, H: Tucker, joint author (The world’s 
best books). 


Bibliografp. 


GERMANY. REICHSDRUCKEREI. Monumenta Ger- 
maniae et Italiae typographica; deutsche und 
italienische Incunabeln m. getreuen Nachbil- 
den, hrsg. von der Direktion der Reichsdruc- 
kerei. Lief. 1. Lpz., [Otto Harrassowitz,] 
1892. F*. 25 Tafeln. 20 marks. 

HorrMaNnn, Bibliographische Rundschau auf 
dem Gebiete der Theologie. Jahrg. 5. 1892. 
no. 1. Lpz., 1892. 1. 8°. 

Libros de esgrima espafioles y 

Madrid, 1892. 165 p. 4°. 

Mourtier, A., amd Dettour, F. Catalogue et 
analyse des théses francaises et latines admises 
par la faculté des lettres. 1890-91. Paris, 
1892. 4+48 p. 8°. 

Orumer. Vademecum des Sortimenters. Er- 
scheinungen auf dem Gebiete der schin-wis- 
sensch. Literatur. 4. Aufl. Hannover, 1892. 
3+ 663 p. 


Lecuina, E. de. 
portuguezes. 


Rott, E. Inventaire sommaire des doc. rel. & 
l'histoire de Suisse, dans les archives et biblio- 
théques de Paris. partie 4°, 1685-1700, Ge- 
néve, 1892. 10+811 p. 8°. 

SmArT, T: Burnett, The bibliography of Mat- 
thew Arnold. London, J. Davy & Sons, 1892. 
10+90 p. O. 8s. 

SzcZEPANSKI, F. von. Bibliotheca electrotech- 
nica. St. Petersburg, 1892. 75 p. 8°. 

WiLLoucnsy, W: F. Statistical publications of 
the U. S. government. Phila., pp. gt - 
104 p. O. (Amer. Acad. of Pol. and Soc. Sci. 
Pub., no. 35.) 

INDEXES. 

CasANOVA, Eug. Indice tripartito della 4, 
serie dell’ ARcCHIVIO storico italiano (volumi 
20, 1878-1887). Firenze, M. Cellini e C., 

1891. 4+176p. 8°. 5 lire. 


PUBLISHING SOCIETIES’ ADDRESSES 
WANTED. 


THE editor of the ‘‘ American Catalogue” de- 
sires the addresses of the following societies, 
which the Post Office authorities have been un- 
able to locate, and will be obliged to any libra- 
rian who can furnish any of the addresses: 


e American Architectural League, New York 
ity; 
American Colonization Society; 
American Institute of Homceopathy; 
American Instructors of the Deaf and Dumb; 
American Jersey Cattle Club; 
American Laryngological Society, New York 
City (?); 
American Society of Microscopics; 
American Orthopedic Association; 
American Otological Society; 
American Peace Society ; 
American Pomological Society ; 
American Society for Psychical Research; 
American Society of Railroad Superintendents; 
Association of American Physicians; 
Church Library Association; 
— Commandery of Ohio; 
Dennison Scientific Association; 
Eclectic Medical Association; 
Kansas, Bar Association of; 
Kansas State Grange; 
Lackawanna Institute of History and Science ;" 
— Massachusetts Commandery; 
Massachusetts Eclectic Medical Society; 
Massachusetts Society for the Promotion of 
Agriculture; 
National Prison Associatioa; 
New England Agricultural Society; 
New England Association of Colleges and Pre- 
paratory Schools; 
New England Education Society; 
Texas State Teachers’ Association; 
Wisconsin Press Association; 
Women’s Anthropological Society of America; 
Y. M. C. A. International Committee. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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American Cibrarn Association. 


LAKEWOOD CONFERENCE. 

THE meeting at Lakewood, Baltimore, and 
Washington has been a pronounced success. The 
attendance was larger than at any previous Con- 
ference excepting the one at Fabyan’s, which it 
very nearly equalled, numbering nearly 240, be- 
sides the Baltimore and Washington contingent, 
nearly every one being in actual library service, 
except the students in the library school at Albany. 

Lakewood proved to be an admirable choice as 
a place of meeting, the Laurel House furnishing 
excellent accommodations and a nearly perfect 
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| furnishing of printed catalog cards, 


hall for the meetings, with facilities for charming | 


walks and drives between the sessions, It would be 
difficult to name a better place for our purposes. 
While on the accessories of this Conference it 
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ratio between the dollars in cost of a building 
and the volumes accommodated. That ratio was 
stated at not farfrom three or four volumes to 
a dollar, ample allowance being made for the 
convenient use of the books and also for all de- 
sirable architectural display. This ratio would 
of course not apply to the larger and more 
monumental structures. 

The speaker then passed on to library admin- 
istration, and made a plea for the reduction of 
the expenses of individual libraries through co- 
operation in cataloging and _ bibliographical 
work, referring especially to the scheme now 
being matured by the Library Bureau for the 
financial 
support for the scheme being provided by the 
promised co-operation of the book trade. He 


| also urged that a proper economy of the time of 


may be well to pass on and speak of the delight- | 


ful hospitalities extended in Baltimore and Wash- 
ington. Justice requires that mention should be 
made of the failure on the part of the managers of 
the excursion to provide sufficient accommodation 
at the hotels in these cities, which was probably 
due to the unexpectedly large number (about 160) 
who went as far as Washington, But the local 
committees in both places did their work in a 
spirit of the most generous kindness and hospi- 


corps of coadjutors were unstinted in their efforts 
to make our visit pleasant. A bounteous lunch 
was served at the University, to which we 
were told that four hundred local invitations 
were sent out. It was an open secret that the 
** 400” accepted to a much larger extent than was 
expected, but the provision was more than abun- 
dant for all. The drive through Druid Hill Park, 
and the unexpected privilege of a view of the 
Walters art collections, where one sees Corots, 
Geromes, and Meissoniers almost ad /ié., made the 
afternoon a delight. 

In Washington the party were well-nigh over- 
whelmed by the abundance of invitations to in- 
teresting places, and many acquired a new knowl- 
edge of the number and extent of the libraries 
of the capitol city. The extra-bibliothecal enjoy- 
ments at Washington were a visit to the House 
in session (where in the midst of a wrangle over 
“sundry appropriations” our ears caught an 
allusion to a ‘‘ steal” in connection with the new 
library building), a hand-shake with the President, 
a delightful evening reception by Mr. and Mrs. 
Cabell at the Norwood Institute, and a Sunday 
afternoon carriage-ride to that most interesting 
of all cemeteries — Arlington. Monday morning 
the post-Conference excursion started on its way 
from Washington. 

To turn now to the business of the Conference, 
we notice first the opening address of the Presi- 
dent, Mr. Fletcher, on Monday evening, of which 
we can give only the leading points. 

The address was based on the motto of the 
association, ‘‘ The best reading, for the largest 
number, at the least cost,”’ with special reference 
to the last clause. The first department in which 
economy was urged was library building, where 
it was claimed that there should be a reasonable 


| that himself and leaving them to 


the librarian would result in his making it his 
personal duty to assist readers and students to 
the largest possible extent, throwing office work 
into the hands of assistants rather than doing 
furnish to 
readers only such insufficient guidance as they 
can, The modern conception of a public library 
demands that the man or the woman who of all 
on the premises is best qualified to be guide, 
philosopher, and friend, shall be available to 


| every reader. 
tality. In Baltimore Mr. Glenn with President Gil- | 
man, of Johns Hopkins University, and his whole | 


The address was followed by the reports of the 
Secretary and the Treasurer, which latter led to 


| considerable discussion, owing to the fact that 


| it appeared to show the immediate danger of a 


deficit, unless decided measures were taken. At 
a later session, on the recommendation of a 
special committee, changes were made in the 
rules governing membership in the association. 
Annual fellowships at $5, life fellowships for in- 
dividuals, and permanent memberships for in- 
stitutions, each at $100, were established. Be- 
fore the close of the meeting a considerable sum 
was put into the treasury by these means, and the 
danger of any deficit this year was averted. 

The report of the trustees of the Endowment 
Fund showed something over $8000 pledged, 
over $5000 of it paid in. It was voted that all 
receipts from life and permanent fellowships or 
memberships should go to this fund. 

Mr. Dunn, of Committee on Public Documents, 
reported in the absence of the chairman, Mr. 
Bowker. The latter appeared at the session in 
Washington, with a report as chairman of the 
committee, having been unavoidably detained be- 
fore, and after some discussion arising from a de- 
sire on the part of some that certain amendments 
should be “ pushed” by the association in any 
action it might take, a memorial was adopted 
urging upon Congress the passage of the ‘‘ Man- 
derson ” bill, now pending in the House, provid- 
ing for a reformed system of distributing and 
indexing the public documents. 

The report of the Committee on the Columbian 
Exposition was brief and pointed, recommending 
the acceptance of the proposition made by the 
United States Bureau of Education to provide 
the necessary space and funds for the library ex- 
hibit. After some discussion of details, it was 


voted to accept the offer of the Bureau of Edu- 
cation, and to refer the whole matter of arrange- 


| 

| 
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ment to a new committee of five to be chosen by 
the Executive Board. 

Dr. Poole made an interesting statement of 
the plans for a World's Congress of Librarians 
next year at Chicago, and stated that it would be 
held in a special building to be erected for the 
accommodation of the various congresses to be 
held in connection with the fair. The second 
week in July has been named as the most conven- 
ient season for the meeting, and the Executive 
Board were empowered to make arrangements 
for the meeting of the association to be held in 
conjunction with the World’s Congress. 

Tuesday evening Rev. Dr. Wm. Hayes Ward 
delivered an eloquent and appreciative address 
on the late Dr. L. H. Steiner, librarian of the 
Enoch Pratt Free Library. Nearly all of Wed- 
nesday was occupied with the discussion of the 
revision of the constitution, resulting in the 
adoption of the new draft as presented by the 
committee with slight changes. Most of the 
recommendations of the committee were accepted 
with practical unanimity, but there was nearly an 
even division on the question of direct or indi- 
rect election of the association’s officers. As 
finally adopted, the new constitution follows the 
old in providing for their indirect election. It 
provides also for a council consisting of twenty 
members to be a real advisory board, and not an 
honorary one as heretofore. 

Wednesday evening was devoted to the an- 
nual banquet and social gathering. At the ban- 
quet Mr. Soule presided with his usual success, 
and the speeches by several members were re- 
markable for their brevity and wit. A committee 
headed by Mrs. Crunden prepared quite a pro- 
gram of charades, music, etc., which was much 
curtailed by the shortness of the time left for its 
production. 

On Thursday Mr. George Iles presented a 
thoughtful paper on the “ Evaluation of new 
publications,” containing a proposal for asystem 
of impartial book reviews for the benefit of li- 
braries and the public as well. This was referred 
to a special committee, who were instructed to 
report to the Publishing section. 

There were satisfactory meetings on Tuesday 
of the College and Trustees sections, and on 
Thursday the women met by themselves and took 
steps for the organization of a Woman's section, 
Miss M. S. Cutler presenting a paper on the sub- 
ject of the salaries paid to women. 

In the Publishing section only routine business 
was done, the old board of officers being re- 
elected. There was some discussion, however, 
of several proposed schemes for much enlarged 
work for the section, and the feeling was general 
that along the lines indicated by Mr. Iles’ paper, 
and those on which the Library Bureau is elab- 
orating its plans for printed catalog cards, there 
would soon be opened an opportunity for co- 
operative work on a scale far beyond what has 
yet been attempted. 

The report of the Co-operation Committee, 
through the chairman, Mr. Jones, of Salem, was 
a very interesting account of various new meth- 
ods and devices, several of them from the Boston 
Public Library. Among these items the most 


interesting referred to the matter of binding, 
and quite to the surprise of most librarians it 
was stated that the Boston Library no longer em- 
ploys leather for rebinding books in the Bates 
Hall (reference library), cloth of various kinds 
being found decidedly preferable. It was also 
reported that the Boston Library is adopting a 
new method of arranging the card catalog, the 
new drawers being arranged in tiers from near 
the floor to as high as can easily be reached — a 
great saving of space being thus effected. Of 
course, the drawers, which are smal! with strong 
handles, are taken from their places to be con- 
sulted, tables and chairs being at hand for the 
purpose. 

In Baltimore on Friday there was a business 
session in the Peabody Institute at 9:20 a.m., 
library architecture being the subject of discus- 
sion. Mr. Soule opened by stating a few points 
additional to those he has already published, as 
points of agreement between librarians and 
architects. Dr. Poole exhibited photographs of 
the Newberry Library building, and explained its 
advantages in a very satisfactory manner. Some 
discussion arose as to Mr. Soule’s dictum that a 
library building should be independent of acces- 
sories, such as museums, art galleries, etc. That 
is, that all such accessory departments greatly 
increase the difficulty of providing the library 
with the proper light, ventilation, and conven- 
iences. 

The remaining business session was the one 
held in Washington Saturday morning in the 
hall of Columbian University, when the action 
already referred to with regard to public docu- 
ments was completed, and the list of officers 
elected for the ensuing year was announced as 
follows: President, Melvil Dewey ; Vice-Presi- 
dents, Messrs. Winsor, Poole (declined), Cutter, 
Crunden, Green, and Fletcher; Secretary, F. P. 
Hill; Treasurer, H. J. Carr; Recorder, H. M. 
Utley, and the usual committees. The follow- 
ing were also chosen as the ten councillors, who 
are to choose ten others to complete the board : 
Messrs. Poole, Dewey, Winsor, Cutter, Fletcher, 
Crunden, Larned, and Green, Miss James, Miss 
Coe. 

Allusion should be made to the excellent oppor- 
tunity afforded the party on Sunday afternoon 
to inspect the new Congressional Library build- 
ing. The interior portion is now mostly up, 
the outer walls also well under way. The 
framework of the two great iron stacks, nine 
stories high and with a total capacity of 1,600,- 
ooo volumes, is also in place, and a temporary 
plank flooring at a level with the floor of the 
great reading-room (which is about midway of 
the height of the stacks) gave access to the whole 
interior. Two wooden models of the steel 
shelves, made of narrow parallel bars which 
are to fill the stacks, were in place with books on 
them, and an opportunity was thus given to see 
just what the plans contemplate. The general 
opinion seemed to be that the stacks are the 
best ever erected, and that the whole building 
will be quite worthy of its distinguished pur- 
pose. 
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EDW. G. ALLEN’S 
London Agency for American Libraries, 


28 HENRIETTA STREET, COVENT GARDEN, 
LONDON. 


(FORMERLY RICH & SONS.) 


Epw. G. ALLEN devotes himself entirely to library business. His long experience enables him 
to execute the orders of correspondents promptly, cheaply, and with thorough efficiency. His con- 
nection with all the Book Dealers in the United Kingdom gives him the command of the British 
Book Market, and qualifies him to serve his customers with special advantage, and to bring promptly 
under their notice all the stores of Literature, old and new, on sale in Great Britain. 


Books Supplied at a Small Commission on the Cost Price, with the usual Trade 
deductions, and forwarded by the quickest and cheapest routes. Second-hand 
Catalogues by early Mails, and no Commission charged on Orders 
from them. Periodicals and Newspapers Posted Promptly. 


No expensive sub-agencies at home or abroad. Foreign books on easy terms. 


Agency for the following Libraries and many others: 


Library of Congress, Washington. | Colorado University. 
Libraries of Parliament, Ottawa, Toronto, Johns Hopkins University. 
and Quebec. | Philadelphia Library Co. 
Amherst College. } Peabody Institute, Baltimore. 


Boston Public Library. University of Pennsylvania. 
Brooklyn Library. University of Toronto, Can, 
Brown University. Watkinson Library, Hartford, Conn. 


Cornell University. Yale University. 
Enoch Pratt Free Library. Minneapolis Public Library. 
California University. 

BINDING. 

Cheap and Durable for Circulating Libraries. Specially Strong for Books of Reference. Superior 
Style for Works of Art. Imitation Antique for Rare Old Books. Calf Extra in Every Variety. 
Best Half-Binding for Genera! Library Use. Pamphlets Bound at Cheap Rates. Law- 
Books In Law Calf. Cheap Binding in Cloth. Hard-Grained Roan, etc. Dilapi- 
dated Binding Neatly Repaired. Deficiencies of Rare Books Supplied In 
Exact Fac-Simile. Library Stamps to Order. 


**We have been, for the last twenty years, personally cognizant of Mr. Allen's faithfulness to the interests of 
his American customers. When a resident in Washington, ten years ago, we found that the immense Congressional 
Library largely supplied its shelves through Mr. Allen's London Agency. Many of the extensive libraries belonging 
to the Universities and Colleges in the East have also secured their Foreign Books from the same source, and we 
have heard from the officers of these Institutions frequent testimony to the scrupulous exactness with which their 
orders were always filled. 

** We cannot, therefore, doa greater service to the Colleges and Universities of the West, to which these pres- 
ents shal! come, than to advise that they employ this inexpensive agency for replenishing their Libraries with Eng- 
lish Weicn, Jowa State Agricultural College. 

‘*No better indorsement of Mr. Allen's Agency is possible than the list of leading libraries that continue to use 
it. For 30 years, strict integrity and unexcelled facilities have held the old and made new patrons. The very large 
business built up demands only a small commission instead of the customary to per cent. A library can safely 
entrust all its London orders to Mr. Allen without getting other estimates and feel sure that it is not making a 
mistake.”"—Metvit State Library, New Vor’. 


Edw. G. Allen’s American Library Agency, 
COVENT GARDEN, LONDON. 
MEMBER AMERIOAN LIBRARY ASSOOIATION. 


SPECIAL TERMS FOR LARGE ORDERS. 
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PERFECTED AND COLLATED SETS. 


It has always been difficult for librarians to get absolutely complete copies of 
out-of-print “ long sets "—from the popular magazines desired by small libraries, up 
through the different grades of the periodicals covered by Poole’s Index, to the scarce 
and expensive series of society publications wanted for the large reference libraries. 
When a set is found, it often proves to be so defective in title-pages, indexes, signa- 
utres, parts, or illustrations, that years are required to fill the imperfections, which 
meanwhile remain as a continual irritation to the librarian. 

To remedy this difficulty THE BOSTON BOOK CO. has established a 
department under the charge of Mr. Thorvald Solberg, formerly of the library of 
Congress, for the purpose of supplying libraries with sets carefully collated and 
guaranteed to be perfect ; and also of attempting to supply parts, volumes, and partial 
sets to perfect existing deficiencies. Mr. Solberg, with six attendants, devotes his 
whole time to this branch of the business, and goes abroad annually to search in 
person for foreign sets through second-hand bookstores in England and on the 
Continent. 

Librarians who have any wants or queries in the way of sets, partial sets, or odd 
volumes of magazines, proceedings of societies, government or municipal reports, or 
other series, American or foreign, are invited to correspond on the subject with 


THE BOSTON BOOK CoO., 


CuHarces C. PRESIDENT. 15% Beacon Street, Boston, Mass. 


H. SOTHERAN & CO., 
Booksellers, Bookbinders and Publishers, 


AND 


GENERAL AGENTS IN EUROPE FOR PRIVATE BOOKBUY- 
ERS AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS IN AMERICA. 


Publishers of Mr. Gould’s Great Ornithological Works. 
A Monthly Catalogue of Second-hand Books sent post-free on application. 


Telegraphic Address, Bookmen, London. Code, Unicode. 


136, Strand, W. c., and 37> Piccadilly, London, England. 


FRANCIS P. HARPER = OF 
'7 East teth ile’ Ravalying File 


Carries a stock of over 15,000 
carefully selected books, principally 


FOR 


Publications which are Often 


Americana and Rebellion. Illustrated Lengthwise 
Libraries are requested to ad- of the Page. 

dress him when completing those | EVERY READING-ROOM SHOULD HAVE THEM. 

departments. SEND FOR PARTICULARS. 


W. J. HILLS, Bridgeport, Conn. 
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Dana’s New“ System of Mineralogy.” W. H. Lowdermilk & Co., 


SIXTH EDITION, 1892. | 
11424 and 1426 F Street, 
8vo, cloth, 1197 pp., 1425 cuts. $12.50. 


Washington, D.C., 


The System of Mineralogy DEALERS 1N 
i Rare and Standard Books, 


in all Departments of Literature. 


JAMES DWIGHT DANA, 
1837-1868. 


| 


Descriptive Mineralogy j Every Book Guaranteed as to Con- 


Entirely Rewritten and Much Enlarged, dition and Perfection. 
BY 


EDWARD SALISBURY DANA, 


Professor of Physics and Curator of the Mineral Collec- SPECIALTIES! 
tion, Yale University. { 


Law-Books— New and Old. 
Government Publications, 


Sent postpaid on receipt of price. 


JOHN WILEY & SONS, New York. | We Buy Libraries for Cash or Exchange. 


** 4n admirable picce of work, and one which I | 
shali find extremely useful.’’—W. E. FOSTER NEW . 


’ . Wanted by the inventor of the New Library 
A Bookseller S Library Drawer, a man of experience, the charge otf 


cataloguing a new Library. The New Drawer 


AND How To Usz It. surpasses all devices ever used for card or sheet 
catalogues, in economy of space, in openness to 
By A. GROWOLL, the eye and to the light, in the ease of finding 
Managing Editor of Tue Pus.isners’ Weexty. and in the facility of removing or replacing any 
tieitiemannenstiaocihiea single sheet or the entire contents of the drawer. 

A guide for the bookseller to the more impor- All library workers should see it. Address 


tant and practical works of reference necessary to 
his profession, with a few plain directions as to FR EDE RIC BA DGER, 


how they may be best put to use. 
Contains chapters on How to Use a Trade retnenneieninetnaite — 


Journal ; How to Use ‘‘ The Publishers’ Trade 
List Annual;” Trade Catalogues: American, NOW READY. 
English, German and French; Books about aiciediaenmnadd 
Books which Relate to Books; Library Cata- 


logues; Trade and Literary Journals; Book- Co-operative Index to Periodicals 


seller's Reference Library; Reference Library 

for Dealers in Second-hand Books ; Bookseli- For (891. 

er’s Catalogues on Special Subjects; Auction 

Catalogues ; How to Use the Apparatus. rhe annual volume just ready ¢ ontains 
references to all the important magazines, 


and a full author index. Price, $2.50. 


16mo, 98 pp., Cloth, $1.00, net. 


Address Orrice or THE PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY, 
THe Orrice oF THE PuBLISHERS’ WEEKLY 28 Em Srreer (Near Duane), 
28 Elm Street (near Duane), N. Y. P, O. Box 943. New York, 
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ESTABLISHED 1872. 
LONDON: NEW YORK: LEIPZIG: 
30 WELLINGTON Sr., STRAND. 828 Broapway. Hospitat Str. 10. 


GUSTAV E. STECHERT 
Purchasing Agent for Colleges & Libraries 


810 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


begs to call attention to the unequalled facilities possessed by him for 
obtaining all Foreign books and periodicals upon more economical terms 
than any other house in America or Europe. 


Employing NO COMMISSION AGENTS, he has his OWN OFFICES at London and Leipzig, and has 


open Accounts with all the large publishing houses in the world. : 
His large experience enables him to give information about and to find searce and rare books to his 


patrons at most advantageous prices. ‘ 
From Europe he receives large weekly shipments, thus reducing in favor of his customers the 


charges for freight, etc. 
Most of the —— Colleges and Libraries already favor him with 
their orders ; amongst them he is kindly permitted to mention the following: 


Adelbert College. Johns Hopkins University. State University of Iowa. 

Alma College. Mercantile Library Association, N.Y. State University of Kansas. 

Am. Museum of Natural History. Miami University. State University of Nebraska. 

Amherst College. N. Y¥. State Library. Theol. Seminary, Hartford, Conn. 
e Library. N. ¥. Hospital Library. Trinity College, Hartford, Conn. 

College of the City of New York. Ohio State University. University of Illinois. 

College of Physic Phila. Pratt Institate, Brooklyn, N. Y¥. University of Minnesota. 

Columbia College. Pablic Library, Cinciunatl. 0. University of Pennsylvania. 

Cornell University. Pablic Library, Cleveland, 0. University of Wis 

Enoch Pratt Free Library. Public Library, Minneapolis. Wesleyan University. 

Free Public Library, Newark, N. J. Reynolds Labeary. Williams College. 

Haverford College. State Library of Connecticut. Yale University. 


SPECIAL REFERENCES, 


“Mr. Stechert has for years furnished this Library with most of its periodicals and European books, and has bought for us 
many thousand volumes. Mr. Stechert’s success is due to his constant personal attention to the business, and the reasonable 
terms he is able to offer, I consider a New York agent far preferable to reliance on foreign agents alone.” 

Geo. H. Baxer, Librarian of Columbia College, New York. 


“*Seven years ago, in reorganizing the Columbia College library, I spent much time in trying to discover how to get our 
foreign books and periodicals with the least delay, trouble and expense. The result of the comparison of three methods, viz: 
ordering direct from foreign dealers, ordering through one agent in don, or ordering through one agent in New York showed 
us that it was to our advantage to give Mr. Stechert all our foreign orders, as he delivered in the library in a single package 
and with a single bill at as low cost as we were able with vastly greater trouble, to get a half dozen different packages in differ- 
ent bills from different places. In reorganizing the New York State Library, I opened the whole question anew, and the result 
of the comparison was the same as before, and we find that the library gets mst for the time and money expended by taking 
advantage of Mr. Stechert's long experience, and the careful personal attention which he gives to our orders.”” 

Metvit. Dewey, Director of N. Y. State Library, Albany, N.Y. 


** Mr. G. E. Stechert of New York has served us with fidelity in procuring English, French and German books, both new 
and second hand and also periodicals. His terms are more reasonable than any others that have come to our notice, while he 
has always guarded our interests very carefully. We find it a great convenience to have one agency in New York, represented 


by branches in different European countries.” 
Prof. Arruur H. Pacmer, Librarian of Adelbert College, Cleveland, O. 


“Your methods and facilities for doing business, as I have examined them here as well as at the Leipzig and London ends, 
seem to me admirably progressive and thoroughly live. I deal w.ch you because I judge it for the advantage of this library to 
do so, If I did not, I should not. Up to date I am unable to find a method which is, all things included, so economical of 


time and moncy as dealing through you.’’ 
Ernest C. Ricuarpson, Librarian of Theol. Seminary, Hartford, Conn. 


“ Our library committee speaks in the highest terms of your services. You have not only saved us many dollars, but have 


shown an ‘atelligent appreciation of our wants for which we thank you.’’ 
A. 8. Couns, Act. Librarian of Reynolds Library, Rochester, N. ¥. 


GUSTAV E. STECHERT, 


LONDON. LEIPZIG. NEW YORK. 
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